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Savage: the making of a champion 
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OPENING BELL 


OW SOLID ARE The Four Horsemen? Well, I have a feeling we’re going 

to find out soon. If they can survive the uproar that is going to be caused by 
the article in this issue (“Tully Blanchard & Arm Anderson: ‘We Don’t Want 
Windham... We Never Did!’ ”), they'll probably be around forever. 

But I’m not so sure this is going to blow over so easily. 

The writer of the story, Eddie Ellner, caught Blanchard and Anderson ina 
rare moment of candor, when they were just too upset to put forth the “all for 
one, one for all” Four Horsemen party line. They were hurt and upset at the 
time they spoke with Ellner, and they just didn’t feel like concealing their tue 
feelings. 

After Ellner got the interview, he called me immediately. I asked him if he 
had tape-recorded it. Unfortunately he had not, though he told me he did take 
good notes. I told him to hold on to them—they might be needed. 

The next day, Ellner received a call from Blanchard that, according to Eddie, 
went something like this: 

BLANCHARD: Eddie, about that bit we told you about Windham. Forget it, 
buddy. 

ELLNER;: What do you mean, Tully? 

BLANCHARD: I mean what I said, forget it. We don’t want it printed. 

ELLNER: I’m sorry, Tully, but it’s out of my hands. I’ve already told Saks about 
it, and besides, this a story that the readers deserve to see. 

BLANCHARD: Hey, Ellner, I thought you were one of us. 

ELLNER: One of us? 

BLANCHARD: You know, that you support our type of wrestler. Hey, Ellner, 
you print that story and there'll be trouble. No cooperation from The Four 
Horsemen again. Got that, brother? 

ELLNER: I’m sorry you feel that way, Tully, but my first responsibility is to my 
readers. That’s the bottom line. 

Now, I don’t particularly care for Ellner’s viewpoints on the sport. But I re- 
spect Ellner as a journalist, and I stand behind him on this story all the way. The 
reason I make this point is because of a very ugly trend in the sporting world of 
late. 

Athletes are speaking their minds to reporters, but when the stories appear in 
print and they come under pressure for the comments they made, they try to 
ruin the credibility of the reporter by denying having made the quotes or by 
claiming that the quotes were taken out of context. 

Darryl Strawbenry did it to Mike Lupica of Esquire, Ozzie Smith did it to Tom 
Boswell of GQ, Billy Cayton, Mike Tyson’s manager, recently did it to Bob Mc- 
Namara, the sports anchor of WNYT in Albany, New York. It’s entirely possible 
that Blanchard and Anderson will do it to Ellner. 

Regardless of the consequences, we will not retract the story. Blanchard and 
Anderson, while admittedly not in the best frame of mind during the interview, 
nevertheless were aware that they might be quoted. 

“T took my notes in full view of both of them,” Ellner said. “They knew what 
they were doing. They were using the press to get across a message to Dillon 
and Flair that they didn’t have the guts to get across directly themselves. Then 
they thought about how Dillon and Flair would react, and they lost their nerve.” 

To be blunt, that’s not our problem. As Ellner pointed out to Blanchard, our 
responsibility is to our readership. When there’s news to be reported, we'll re- 
port it. Blanchard's request that we do not print the comments certainly does 
not change the fact that the comments were made. And neither would a denial 
that the quotes are legitimate. 

We're expecting that. [1 
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FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 


Send them to: Feedback; Wrestling 88, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


STRIKE FARCE! 

You knew it had to happen. It was 
only a matter of time before Rick Mar- 
tel and Tito Santana lost their WWF 
tag team belts to a real team. In Wres- 
tleMania IV, Strike Force just couldn't 
hack the challenge and fell to one of 
the toughest teams to come along: 
Demolition. 

Now I hear that Strike Force is cry- 
ing about how Mr. Fuji interfered. 
Well, welcome to wrestling, boys. 
Now, if you’re as talented a team as 
you claim, go get the belts back. 

I’m not holding my breath. If you 
watched WrestleMania as intently as I 
did, you noticed that the traditional fan 
support by which Strike Force has 
been powered has slipped away. 


| ee 


Ax slams Rick Martel as Demolition defeats Strike 
Force to win the WWF tag team title. 


Were those actually boos being show- 
ered down on Martel and Santana, 
while Demolition was being cheered? 
Without the fan support that has 
been their trademark, I don't think 
we'll be hearing much from Strike 
Force in the future. 
JOE GENNARD 
Brentwood, NY 


ULTIMATE INSANITY! 

Matt Brock’s assertion that in order 
to rise in the WWF, The Ultimate War- 
nor must hire a manager (“Who Is The 
Ultimate Manager For The Ultimate 
Warrior?” Summer 1988) is highly de- 
batable. While it is true that a good 
manager can work wonders for an in- 
experienced young grappler, I dis- 


Unhealthy Competition Is Hurting Wrestling 


By Harry Burkett Jr. 


Free enterprise is one of the basic tenets of the 
American way of life. Competition between car dealers, 
television networks, and fast food restaurants results in 
lower prices, greater variety, and better service. Com- 
petition in sports creates excitement, great entertain- 
ment, and fascinating rivalries. 

Professional wrestling is no different. For years, the 
NWA, WWF, AWA, and a number of smaller promo- 
tions competed while remaining within their own geo- 
graphic boundaries. In the early ’80s, however, at the 
beginning of a boom period of wrestling, the WWF 
started expanding its operation nationwide. Later, the 
other federations tried to do the same. This competition 
gave the sport new recognition, and each federation 
gained increased exposure and larger fan followings. 

In 1985, it became apparent that the main nvalry was 
between the NWA and WWF. The first shot of this war 
was fired when the WWF presented WrestleMania at 
Madison Square Garden, an obvious attempt to top 
Starrcade. Next, the WWF forced World Championship 
Wrestling off WTBS, The fans protested, but the WWF 
continued its assault, keeping the NWA show off the 
air. 
The next year, the NWA presented its first annual 
Crockett Cup tag team tournament. Other federations— 
due to the increased competition—followed suit in pre- 
senting their own “Super Cards,” making springtime an 


exciting time for fans everywhere. It was competition 
that made this possible. 

There is, however, a fine line between healthy and 
unhealthy competition. Within the past year, the fierce 
competition between the NWA and WWF has gotten 
out of hand. On Thanksgiving, in presenting the Survi- 
vor Series, the WWF tried to cut into the drawing pow- 
er of the NWA’s Starrcade ’87. The WWF used the 
same tactic in presenting the Royal Rumble on the USA 
cable network during the finals of the NWA’s Bunk- 
house Stampede. The NWA retaliated by airing the 
Clash of the Champions on WTBS while WrestleMania 
IV was only available on pay-per-view. 

It is clear that these two promotions are endeavoring 
only to prevent people from going to the others’ match- 
es. Sadly, this has hurt the other promotions as well. 
The AWA and World Class have had low attendance. 
The UWF and Florida have long since fallen under the 
control of Crockett Promotions. McMahon’s WWF con- 
tinually sucks top talent from other federations. 

By trying to hurt each other, Crockett and McMahon 
are hurting the sport rather than helping it. They also 
show brazen disregard for the one thing that keeps 
them in business: the fans. 


(The writer is a wrestling fan from Cirdletree, 
Maryland.) 


Each issue, Wrestling 88 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on an issue 
he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 
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pute that one is necessary in all cases. 

I do not question the importance of 
men like J.J. Dillon and Jimmy Hart. 
When up against equal competition, a 
wrestler's manager can be that extra 
intangible that often means victory. 

But that’s the effective managers. 
What about the scores of managers 
who do nothing more than preserve a 
belt by causing a disqualification? 
What about the Oliver Humperdinks of 
the world who have actually hurt their 
clients’ careers? Think Bam Bam 
Bigelow is better off with a manager? 

And then there’s the obvious: Of the 
six major federations, only three of the 
reigning beltholders have a manager— 
only two if you discount Elizabeth. I 
mean, she can hardly be considered a 
manager if she has only one client, 
night? 

The fact of the matter is that The 
Ultimate Warrior just needs teaching, 
not ringside assistance. Experience 
can be that teacher much better than 
any manager. 

Just give The Ultimate Warvior time. 
Week by week, he is proving that 
even without the erudite help of which 
Brock spoke, he can still be a great 
one. 

DIANE GIDDIS 
Chicago 


DILLON A PROPHET 

I would like you all to know how 
much I enjoyed J.J. Dillon's ‘“Manag- 
er’s Forum” article in your Summer 
1988 issue. I enjoyed it so much, he 
almost had me believing his sardonic 
message. Almost. 

In the face of the Barry Windham 
betrayal, Dillon’s comments have an 
even more prophetic ring to them. In- 
deed, maybe Luger was a fool to 
leave the Horsemen. They stole Wind- 
ham, an action that not only leaves 
Luger without a steady tag team part- 
ner, but also gives the Horsemen a 
great advantage over him. Windham 
will now be their prime source of in- 
formation on Luger. That’s an intangi- 
ble the value of which will only be- 
come apparent in the course of the 
long campaign. 

But Dillon is incorrect if he thinks 
that Luger regrets his break with the 
Horsemen. “The Total Package” is 
currently enjoying some of the great- 


FEEDBACK 


J.J. Dillon and Barry Windham display The Mid- 
night Rider’s mask, which they stole on the night 
Windham became a Horseman. Reader Nancy 
Mezey says Windham disgusts her. 


est successes of his career. As a 
Horseman, Luger’s potential was sti- 
fled by constantly defending Flair, not 
to mention that he was hated by the 
fans just for being a part of the organi- 
zation that Dillon says will “endure 
forever.” 

Dillon used Luger—just as he will 
use Windham—while giving nothing 
but a flashy limousine lifestyle back in 
retum. Luger’s break was the best 
move of his career; you can’t take cav- 
jar and champagne into the ning with 
you. 

NANCY MEZEY 
Poughkeepsie, NY 


DIRTY WHITE TRASH 

I have been watching wrestling long 
enough that I thought I was numbed 
to the wanton acts of brutality that, al- 
though rare, have nonetheless be- 
come part of wrestling today. I recent- 
ly found out, however, that I am not. I 
am referring to the despicable inci- 
dent between “Dirty White Boy” Tony 
Anthony and Tom Pritchard in the 
Continental area. 

The incident unfolded startlingly as 
The Dirty White Boy’s valet, Mystic, 
interrupted a TV taping to display to 
the fans the aftermath of an argument 
with her boss, Anthony: a sizable 
bruise that was surely the result of a 
rather forceful beating. 

Of course I was relieved to find out 
that Anthony did not, in fact, beat his 


valet, but the fact remains that this 
type of beating all too often cannot be 
wiped away the way Mystic wiped 
away the charcoal and _ vasoline 
“bruise.” 

Then the real violence began, this 
time directed at Pritchard. Not only 
was he beaten, but he was hand- 
cuffed, dragged across a crowded 
arena by the neck, and then publicly 
lynched! Lynching, lest we forget, is a 
dismal mark of injustice on our history, 
not something that should be glorified 
in any way. 

Such public displays of violence 
provide a bad example for our chil- 
dren. By utilizing them for their own 
sadistic purposes, the wrestlers seem 
to underscore the gravity of these cniti- 
cal social problems. 

Frankly, I’m disgusted that such gra- 
tuitous acts cannot only be aired, but 


The Dirty White Boy and his valet Mystic should 
be punished for what they did to Tom Pritchard, 
writes Vic Terras. 


not condemned. Thus far, Anthony has 
been dealt no sanctions from Conti- 


nental officials. I find that highly 
questionable. 
VIC TERRAS 
Talin, WI J 
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MAGNUM T.A. UPDATE 

More than 18 months after the sen- 
ous automobile accident that nearly 
cost him his life, Magnum T.A. contin- 
ues to make strides toward a complete 
recovery. And although the improve- 
ment isn’t coming as quickly as it did 
during the first six months after the 
accident, Magnum is optimistic. 

‘Tm feeling better,” said Magnum. 
‘Tm getting a little stronger all the 
time. In the very beginning, I was 
starting from zero, so I saw improve- 
ment daily. Now, as I get better and 
better, I see less gains and they're 
more tedious to achieve. But it’s just as 
satisfying to me. I still have the same 
will to succeed.”’ 


Although Magnum T.A.’s recovery is moving 
along well, it will be a while before he’s complete- 
ly recovered. 


On October 14, 1986, at 2:30 am., 
Magnum's Porsche hurtled into a utili- 
ty pole in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
The impact of the accident caused the 
fifth cervical vertebra from the top of 
the spine to explode, sending bone 
fragments back toward the spinal 
cord. He remained in critical condition 
for three weeks after the accident and 
doctors feared that he would not re- 
gain any movement in some parts of 
his body. But now, after plenty of hard 
work and extensive rehabilitation, 
Magnum is walking without a cane 
and has removed the sling that sup- 
ported his right arm. 
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‘Tm still in therapy, but I’ve been 
walking without the cane since Christ- 
mas,” Magnum said. “I’ve been riding 
horseback on an English saddle with 
no stirrups and this will help me bal- 
ance my left side with my right side. 
The motion of a horse is the closest 
thing to simulating the walking move- 
ment that we all do. It duplicates 
movements that you couldn’t perform 
in exercise. 

“The whole problem is that the left 
side of my body responded first from 
the paralysis and now the nght side is 
playing catchup. I’ve got some grip 
now in my right hand and my shoul- 
der is much improved. My biceps are 
still the weakest thing in my right arm, 
but I’m seeing steady improvement. 
I’m optimistic that, within a period of 
time, I can get back to being 100 per- 
cent functional, and Dr. [Nick] Grivas 
feels the same way. There are no mir- 
acle cures, but by using different tech- 
niques, I’m seeing a lot of results.” 

Magnum has maintained his weight 
at 215 pounds by keeping his caloric 
intake to a minimum and exercising 
six days a week. He exercises with 
free weights, works on _ his 
abdominals, and has regained enough 
grip in his night hand to do light 
benchpresses. “My strength is still far 
from being 100 percent,” he said, “but 
I can be 100 percent on my left side if 
I were to pursue it, But I’m not going 
to build up my left side until I’m ready 
on the right side. Then I'll push it to 
the max. Right now, when I rest up, I 
can walk without a limp.” 

Magnum has returned to the road, 
although he’s no longer driving a 
Porsche. “I drive a Corvette,’ Mag- 
num said with a laugh. ‘After you’ve 
driven a sportscar, you can't go to 
driving a station wagon. But I can't 
drive a manual transmission; I drive an 
automatic.” He also sees something 
good coming out of the accident. “By 
the time I get my right hand working 
again, I'll be ambidextrous.” 

The ultimate goal, of course, is to 
return to the ning. “I don’t frustrate my- 
self by putting time limits on it,” said 
Magnum, “but it's very frustrating to 
watch these guys in the ring doing 
things I’ve done my whole life. It's 
hard to be a spectator. I’m at the point 
now where I can be a little more in- 


volved in things, and that’s an accom- 
plishment, but I want to be back in the 
thick of things. I'm far from being 
satisfied. 

“It's been a little over a year and a 
half [since the accident], but it seems 
like forever,” he continued. “I honest- 
ly didn’t think it would take this long. 
But the doctors in the hospital didn’t 
think I'd be able to do anything. They 
just didn’t know me. And the support 
of the fans has been incredible. I 
haven't wrestled in over a year-and-a- 
half, but they’re still behind me. I can't 
tell you how much that means to me.” 


THE COMICAL CAPTAIN 

Wrestling certainly has more than its 
share of characters. Now, Capt. Lou 
Albano, Bruno Sammartino, and Wres- 
tling 88’s own Bill Apter will actually 
be characters—in a comic book. 


CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO == 


Th C speciat Guest sTARH 


Capt. Lou Albano, who is featured in an issue of 
The Honeymooners comic book, will soon have a 
comic book of his own. 


Albano, the now-retired manager of 
17 WWF tag team champions, will be 
the star of the Capt. Lou Albano comic 
book, due out this fall from Trad Pub- 
lications. Sammartino will be Albano’s 
right-hand man in the comic book, and 
Apter will play a minor role as a pho- 
tographer who helps out “The Cap- 
tain.” And the comic books won't only 
be entertaining. They'll also help out a 
good cause. 

“There will be envelopes in the 


books for people to make donations to 
the Multiple Sclerosis Foundation (of 
which Albano is National Chairman),” 
said Ronald Merians, co-publisher at 
Trad with Roy Burman. “A portion of 
the cover price of each book will also 
be donated to MS. We're actually 
working with Albano to work with 
MS.” 

Albano is the guest star of Triad’s 
The Honeymooners #7 comic book, in 
which he coaches Ralph Kramden to 
become a professional wrestler so that 
he can beat an evil nulebreaker named 
Turk. A portion of the sales from that 
book are also going toward MS. 

“We raised almost a thousand dol- 
lars for MS at a comic book conven- 
tion in Rockville Centre, New York,” 
said Merians. “We took in almost $600 
at the door and more came in at the 
table. I was there with Albano, and 
while he was signing the books, peo- 
ple were throwing fives and tens into 
the bowl.” 

The Albano character in the comic 
book will operate a gym in downtown 
New York City. “We'll start out with a 
trilogy and there'll be an overview of 
the gym and the people working out 
there—boxers, wrestlers, weightlifters, 
etc.,” said Merians. “Then there'll be a 
wrestling team that breaks up people 
in the ring and has no heart. They're 
really into being violent. Albano de- 
tests that and it'll tun out that the head 
of the team will be an old bad guy that 
Albano hated, 

“Now, one of the guys from Alba- 
no’s gym will be working out at the 
other gym and he'll hear that not only 
are these guys temible in the ring, but 
they pull jobs at night, like knocking 
over jewelry stores and picking on in- 
nocent people. Albano will make it his 
credo that he'll nip these people in 
the bud, so he puts together a team in 
his own gym to foil these people at 
night. Each book will have a cliffhang- 
er at the end of it. We plan to develop 
good, healthy characters.” 

Apter will play a Jimmy Olsen-like 
character who’s always snooping 


around but getting caught. Sammartino 
will be Albano’s constant source of in- 
spiration. “Once the characters are es- 
tablished, we can take it wherever we 
want it to go,” said Merians. Each edi- 
tion will also feature old and current 
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photos of Albano. 

Menans said that Albano will work 
closely with the production crew. 
“We'll never move ahead without Al- 
bano’s approval,” the publisher said. 
“We need his input on how people 
work out, the wrestling moves, etc. 
He’s definitely the technical adviser.” 


RANDOM NOTES 

Hulk and Linda Hogan welcomed 
their first child on May 5. She’s a 10- 
pound, one-ounce girl named Brooke 
... AWA World champion Jerry 
Lawler was scheduled to wrestle 
World Class champion Kerry Von 
Erich on June 19 in San Antonio, Tex- 
as, and June 23 in Kansas City, Kansas. 
Lawler and other AWA stars will also 
go to England, France, and Germany 
... Gary Young has been hired as 
Missy Hyatt’s bodyguard. Rumors are 
flying, however, that Young and Missy 
are more than just bodyguard and cli- 
ent. Eddie Gilbert is out of town and 
does not know about this arrangement 
... The Midnight Rockers have left 
the AWA ... Barry Windham, the 
newest member of The Four Horse- 
men, defeated Nikita Koloff to win the 
tournament for the vacant U.S. title on 
May 13 in Houston. Windham un- 
masked The Midnight Rider in the 
first round and it tuned out to be The 
Italian Stallion. Windham, by the way, 
is using the clawhold, a move made 


es . ae 


Gary Young accompanies Missy Hyatt at ringside 
as Tommy Gilbert and Scott Steiner lock up. 
Young is now acting as Missy’s bodyguard, but 
Eddie Gilbert didn't agree to the arrangement. 


famous by his father, Blackjack Mulli- 
gan ... WWC Universal champion 
Carlos Colon recently wrestled to a 
double-disqualification with Danny 
Spivey ... Insiders report that Bret 
Hart has dropped Jimmy Hart as his 
manager. When Jimmy accompanied 
Bret to the ring for a match in Duluth, 
Minnesota, against Steve Lombardi, 
Bret told Jimmy to take a hike. It looks 
like Bret’s days with The Hart Founda- 
tion are over ... Makhan Singh de- 
feated Owen Hart to win the Stam- 
pede North American title on May 6 in 
Calgary. Owen had held the belt since 
April 10, 1987, when he defeated 
Singh. 


THE LAST WORD 

After viewing a Missy Hyatt video 
on WATL’s Superstars of Wrestling, 
host Joe Pedicino and guest Cmisher 
Blackwell were discussing Missy's 
physical assets. Co-host Boni Black- 
stone, feeling left out of the discussion, 
interjected that she didn’t see what 
Was so great about Hyatt. Replied 
Pedicino: “I want to pay you a compli- 
ment, Boni. When it comes to you and 
Missy Hyatt, you have better 
fingemails.” 0 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Bob Smith 


FOR THE LADIES IN THE 
FRONT ROW 


HE CROCKETT CUP. The Clash of the Champions. 

Starrcade. WrestleMania. The Survivor Series. The 
Royal Rumble. The Rage in the Cage. Big shows. Big 
purses. Huge crowds. Fantastic action. Wrestling has ex- 
ploded. The sport, in general, seems to be attracting an 
upscale audience. Even Donald Trump is a fan. 

It's a lot different than it was when I first started attend- 
ing live shows. I'm approaching my 30s, but it wasn't 
really all that long ago when I saw my first pro matches. 
Everything seemed so much simpler then. 

Wrestling was always the toughest ticket in the arenas 
near my hometown of Catskill in upstate New York, re- 
gardless of who was on the card or what federation was 
presenting it, It was not long after the infamous gasoline 
crunch, and people in the smaller towns that comprise 
that region were starved for quality entertainment. Wres- 
tling became a bigger draw than ever. 

When I was in high school during the middle ’70s, I 
lived about 30 miles from Albany, the state capital. Nes- 
tled not far from the Empire State Plaza stood the Wash- 
ington Avenue Annory, an aging brick building that was 
then utilized mainly for high school track meets and army 
drills. It was here that my frends and I saw my first live 
wrestling show, and it was love at first sight. 

We always sat at ringside, trying our best to stay aloft 
on the Armory’s rickety wooden ringside folding chairs, 
cheering on our favorites from what was then known as 
the World Wide Wrestling Federation. It was also where 
I met the infamous duo we would always refer to as “our 
ladies.” 

This pair of gray-haired ladies never missed any of the 
bi-weekly shows at the Armory. They always sat in seats 
five and six in the front row of Section 2, or “side ring- 
side,’ as it said on the tickets. Two of the sweetest, 
kindest people you would ever meet, these two grand- 
mothers would somehow transform themselves into 
bloodlustng mules zealots once the opening bell rang. 

For women in their 80s, these two managed to put ona 
show that often upstaged the ring action. A continuous 
flow of gutter-level expletives flowed from their lips ev- 
ery time a rulebreaker approached the ming steps. Ring- 
side fans like us were amazed by the never-ending spew 
of foul-mouthed insults directed at men like Stan Stasiak 
and Baron Scicluna—but mostly aimed at a beleaguered 
§'7” referee named Benny Morrell. 

Morrell, of nearby Hudson, also served as a local ama- 
teur baseball umpire. Disputes with managers were noth- 
ing compared to facing the Armory’s raucous army of 
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ringsiders, especially when a decision went to one consid- 
ered a ring villain. “There were times I thought those 
fans would kill me,” Morrell, who is now retired, told me 
recently. Usually leading the lynch mob were our ladies. 

“It's a good thing they put these matches on on Fn- 
days,” one of the ladies once told me. “I don't think I'd 
be able to face my pastor the next day if they held these 
on Saturday nights.” 

The ladies also once explained to me that the bi-week- 
ly cards were the only thing they liked to go out to see, 
mainly because the $4 ringside tickets were affordable 
even to those on fixed incomes. They even said they 
would go to church on Sundays and pray for their favor- 
ite wrestler, Ivan Putski. 

These are my first memories of wrestling. It was afford- 
able, enjoyable, and irreplaceable, especially for my se- 
nior-citizen friends, who were every bit as exciting—and 
even more fun—than the best main events. 

Today, everything has gotten bigger. The emphasis is 
on pay-per-view events. Most of the venues of the major 
federations are in major urban centers. It’s the same in 
Albany. The Glens Falls Civic Center, a spacious hockey 
arena that seats several thousand more people than the 
Armory, is now the site for WWF wrestling. Ticket prices 
now range from about $15 to a low of $8 at most arenas. 
It’s still pretty affordable, but I worry about the older 
patrons. 

I traveled back to my hometown a few months ago, 
and I just happened to run into my ladies at a pharmacy. 
Sadly, they told me they can’t afford to go to wrestling 
anymore. They, like me, missed the grungy, yet glorious, 
Armory. 

“We still love wrestling,”’ said the older one. “We 
watch on TV. But I'm a little too old to go. But if they 
came back to the Armory, I know I'd try.” 

As the federations push for bigger events and venues, 
I'd bet there are a lot of people like my nngside ladies. 
As wrestling has moved from the armories and high 
school gyms to the hockey arenas and football stadiums, 
those who helped build the sport with their hard-earned 
dollars seem to be getting left behind. As I begin my 
career as a wrestling joumalist, my first vow is not to 
ignore the fans who deserve a lot more credit than 
they've been getting. 

Here's to the ladies in the front row. Some of us won't 
forget you. C] 


Bob Smith is Associate Editor of this magazine. 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Gen, Skandor Akbar 


GEN. SKANDOR AKBAR: 


4] WILL TURN WORLD CLASS INTO A GRAVEYARD?" 


AM A very rich man. I can have 

anything I want. In fact, I have ev- 
erything I want. Almost. Unfortunately, 
however, Allah in his wisdom and 
perfection did not grant me eternal 
youth. I, myself, have had to admit that 
I can no longer wrestle with the same 
dexterity that enabled me to win the 
Louisiana title many years ago. Al- 
though I am an older man, I am also, 
most definitely, a wiser man. 

And that’s why I have come to Tex- 
as. I have come to clean up the entire % 
mess that is World Class wrestling. I 
have researched the situation and 
have decided that there is only one 
man capable of winning the World 
Class heavyweight title. That man is 
Black Bart. 

Experts would say that Black Bart has had it in World 
Class. Maybe he was in a mut, but that’s where I come in. I 
tum ruts into mountains, and before you even read this 
article, Black Bart, with me leading him, will have reached 
the peak of that mountain. 

Bart already has the time-honored experience and in- 
tense sadism that a champion needs. The 30-day suspen- 
sion he received for brutalizing Wild Bill Irwin will have no 
effect on him, but it will send a clear message to all of his 
future opponents. And now Bart has a new weapon in his 
already mighty arsenal. 

He has the managerial experience of Gen. Skandor Ak- 
bar behind him every step of the way. 

But I’m doing this article to discuss myself. My reputation 
for wrestling excellence is well known. What I did want to 
discuss was how decrepit are these “pillars” of the World 
Class Wrestling Association. Bart will have no problem 
disposing of all these men on his path to the belt. 

Now that Terry Gordy has left The Freebirds, I see no 
reason whatsoever that Black Bart and I won’t make him 
pay for his lack of loyalty. Maybe that’s a typical American 
way to treat your friends, but in Saudi Arabia it is highly 
scomed upon. Michael Hayes, another weak American, 
betrayed his friends a few months earlier. We will make 
him pay as well. 

I knew that Buddy Roberts would remain a loyal friend. 
Remember how everyone used to think he was the crazy 
one? I got news for you: He’s the wise one! Now seems 
the time to forge an alliance with him, just as I predicted. 
Ah, there’s just nothing quite as satisfying as vindication (oil 
embargos and price increases notwithstanding). 
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Gen. Skandor Akbar is convinced that Black Bart 
will be the next World Class champion. 


Kevin Von Erich will soon leam 
about vindication as well. Anyone who 
was in the Cotton Bowl on November 
12, 1986, knows why we are targeting 
him. It was on that night that Kevin 
stole the World Class title from Bart. It 
had been so long, Bart had almost for- 
got the disgrace. It's a good thing I 
showed up. With me managing Bart, 
Kevin Von Erich will look foolish. 

“Gentleman” Chris Adams has 
looked foolish for years. In his past, 
whenever he has been met by raw 
brutality—the kind of brutality that Bart 
and I intend to bring to World Class— 
he has shriveled up like the soggy 
teabags for which his native England 
is so famous. I remember how long it 
took for ‘“‘Wimpman” Adams to retum 
to wrestling after Gino Hernandez blinded him. He took 
another such vacation after losing the use of his hand to a 
Terry Taylor pilednver. 

There is one very important matter I must now address. 
A lot of skeptics and wrestling journalists have cmiticized us 
for feuding with Irwin when there are titles to be won. And 
believe me when I tell you that Kerry Von Erich is in my 
plans. But I have a brilliant timetable that must be followed. 
Whether or not the fans and the media understand this 
doesn't matter. Black Bart trusts me. He understands why 
he must dispose of Irwin. 

Everything is just a steppingstone on our path to the title. 
I knew Bart needed a little more conditioning, both physi- 
cally and mentally, and pummeling Irwin is just what the 
doctor ordered. And pummel Irwin is exactly what we did 
at Texas Stadium. With my help, Bart left Irwin for dead. 
That's why he pays me. I help him both in the ring and in 
the gym. I've also restored the confidence that you people 
tried to take away from him. Bart himself couldn't even see 
how he had gotten soft. 

The plan now is to bide our time until the smoke clears 
from the Iceman Parsons/Kerry Von Erich feud. Whoever 
emerges from those ashes will be a greatly weakened 
champion. Parsons will certainly be no major threat to us 
since he is battling his ex-friends. 

So you see, you stupid American fans you, how sale 
we will decimate all the competition in Texas. Actually, I 
do them an honor calling them competition. They are noth- 
ing more than cattle lining up to be branded, or criminals 
waiting at the gallows. What we did to Irwin at Texas 
Stadium was only the beginning! 
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June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

August 1975/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Il, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling Il, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 


OCTOBER 1977 


October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Fiair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 


FEBRUARY 1979 


February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat. 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Il, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
September 1979/Stories include: Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

eet 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling II. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling Il, Morales. 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling |i. 


March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
mcans, Blassie, Wrestling Il. 


May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 


June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 


WE SIEM 
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JULY 1981 
July 1981/Stonres include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 
August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 
October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 
January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
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Mick Dectwintel vx Tony Arlee 
THE FURS LIS BET WEE 
RESPECT AND HATRED 


JANUARY 1982 


March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 


Chath OF The Fite 
BACKLUMND 


NOVEMBER 1982 


November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair, 

December 1982/Stories include; Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 


November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 


July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs, Graham, Ric Flair. 

la secs 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 


Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham, 


November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 


April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 


July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 


Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 


AUGUST 1984 


August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 


SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 


November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 


— 


| Veeere 
Vekies 


MARCH 1988 


March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 

Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 

Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 

Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 

Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Fiair, 

DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

- July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 

MAY 1987 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 

Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 

June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 

ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 

att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 

August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 

Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord, 

September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 

loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 


October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
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CROSSFIRE 


EDDIE GILBERT 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Eliner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


EDDIE GILBERT: Missy. Missy, 
c’mon down, babe. The reporters 
are here. They want to talk to us. 
EDDIE ELLNER: Talk, talk. All we 
ever do is talk. Why can’t we just 
watch Missy slip into something 
more comfortable? 

EG: Heh, heh. Yeah, you two would 
like that, wouldn’t you? ‘Specially 
you, Apter. Now that you got the 
wife and kids, you probably don’t 
ever get to eyeball a doll like my 
Missy 


BILL APTER: What is this, macho 
madness? Are we here to talk wres- 
tling or women? 

EE: This is wrestling, Bill. We see 
the dramatic effect Elizabeth has on 
WWF World champion Randy Sav- 
age. Kevin Sullivan used to howl at 
the stars after a fight with Fallen An- 
gel. Jimmy Garvin won't go near the 
ring if Precious isn’t close by. Wom- 
en have tremendous influence on 
their men. Hell, Bill, you can’t change 
the channel if your wife doesn’t say 


So. 

BA: What does this have to do with 
wrestling? 

EE: I'm cunous if there is a 
downside in marrying wrestling’s 
most glamorous lady. The sudden 
notonety, the constant media scrut- 
ny. For instance, Eddie, how does it 
feel to be introduced sometimes as 
‘Missy Hyatt’s husband’? 

EG: That never bothers me. We’re 
high-profile people, my wife and I. 
We enjoy the spotlight. We knew 
our marriage would draw a lot of 
attention. We’re determined to con- 
duct our private lives quietly and 
refuse to be manipulated by other 
people’s expectations of us. It’s no 
secret that a beautiful woman will 
always attract a crowd. I’m proud 
to display Missy Hyatt, proud to 
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The unedited transcript follows 


Eddie Gilbert throws a fireball (his preferred 
mode of attack) at CWA official Jerry Jarrett. 


walk down the street with her on 
my arm. I’m secure enough not to 
be threatened by all the attention 
she gets—just as she isn’t threat- 
ened when sweet young girls come 
clawing after my body. 

EE: At Jast count, how many sweet 
young girls were clawing after your 
body, Hot Stuff? 

EG: The number defies all logic and 
imagination. But getting back to 
your last point, I think it’s important 
for the wrestling world—my fans in 
particular—to understand why it 
was necessary for me to dispose of 
Jerry Lawler in the abrupt manner 
which I did. 

BA: Abrupt manner? You call your 
attempted murder of Lawler abrupt? 
Lots of people want to see you put 
out of wrestling. Your illegal fireballs 
almost blinded Lawler. Isn't it tue 
you're leaving Memphis for the Con- 
tinental area because you're scared 
of Jerry Lawler? 

EG: (Silence). 

BA: Did you misunderstand the 
question, Eddie? 

EG: No, I was waiting for the 
punchline. That was a joke, wasn’t 


it? Is Eddie Gilbert scared of Jerry 
Lawler? There should be a 
punchline afterward or else the line 
doesn’t make any sense. Lawler 
scares me about as much as you do, 
Apter. 
EE: Sharing a hotel room with Bill 
after he’s eaten a couple of bean 
burntos is enough to put the fear of 
God in any man. 
EG: What a couple of crackers I’ve 
got here with me. (Calling upstairs). 
Missy, will you get the hell down 
here already? These two are getting 
on my nerves. 
MISSY HYATT (from her bedroom): 
I’m just putting on my makeup, Ed- 
die. Be down in a jiffy. 
EG: What I was trying to say, be- 
fore I was interrupted, is that stuff 
went down between Lawler and me 
that no one really knows about. 
BA: What kind of “stuff”? 
EE: Hot stuff, no doubt. Correct, Hot 
Stuff? 
EG: White hot stuff, smart &**. Put 
simply, Lawler made some lewd 
overtures to my Missy that I found I 
could not forgive. 
BA: Wait just a second, Would you 
have us believe that Jerry Lawler 
propositioned Missy Hyatt? 
EG: In a nutshell, eggbreath. 
BA: | find that hard to believe. I’ve 
known Lawler and his beautiful wife 
Paula for many years. They are the 
happiest marmmed couple I know. His 
wife is one of the classiest, prettiest 
women I've ever met. Lawler is en- 
tirely devoted to her. You'll have to 
find a better excuse for your uncon- 
scionable fire attack. No one will be- 
lieve you. 
EG: I wouldn’t let Paula Lawler 
wash Missy Hyatt’s underwear. 
And I could care less what you be- 
(Continued on page 58) 


‘Are you opposed to the throwing of fire or 
just opposed to Eddie Gilbert throwing fire? 
I] sure don’t hear you condemn Jerry Lawler. 

He’s been doing it for years. ”’ 


SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


ILLUSTRATED | 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PW/ T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW ‘'Skyflyer’’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9% 


PWI CAP inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PWI button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 234 inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
TOTAL AMOUNT funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE (Small (Medium OLarge (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 


NORE os yo hi ee Te Ee eee EO SS 


PWISKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 9 2ELUXE PACKAGE 

cr ee a a a) a ee ee ee een ee nn ee ee ee, an ak a eee rete 
: > Fe pee tei Send To: 4 

: TEM [PRICE toraL| Ww HG MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 

Box 48 

| [aces | Rockville Centre, NY 11571 | 

| Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. | 

aa SS ee a 

| [PMsKvrcvER ——|ssa0e0.[ | | | 

|| PWIBUMPER STICKER |$2.00ea.| | saaReSS a 

| | P1BUTTON js1.00ea. | | i Se 

| | PWIDELUXE PACKAGE |$19.95ea.| os. ihe orig 

| 

| 

L 


SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 88 invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘“‘Scouting Report’’ with those of future 
featured wrestlers 


KERRY VON ERICH 


SPEED: Once one of the fastest men in the sport, Keny has been 
slowed down a degree by the injuries incurred in his June 1986 motorcy- 
cle accident. Most debilitating of all was a severe ankle injury that will 
probably never heal completely. Despite this, Kerry still maintains a sig- 
nificant advantage against most World Class nilebreakers, who tend to be 
rather slow. His dedication to physical conditioning has helped him retain 
more speed than would be expected from a man who has gone through 
so much. Kerry can no longer win a match on speed B 
alone, But he won't lose one because of a lack of it, either. 


STRENGTH: Keny was a powerhouse before the accident and he 
hasn't lost any strength in most parts of his body. Kerry has the ability to 
tum a match just by throwing one of his feared discus punches, a mighty 
blow that can render an opponent unconscious. Kerry is also very strong 
on the inside. How else could he have overcome all he has: the injuries, 
the death of brothers Mike and David, the constant threats on the Von 
Erich legacy? There are few men in the sport with this rare A 
combination of inner and outer strength. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: An absolutely brilliant wrestler, 
Kerry is a superb ring tactician with excellent scientific and aerial skills, 
And, when it comes time to brawl, Kerry is always ready. In 1984, when 
Kerry won the NWA World title from Ric Flair, most people saw that 
match as a battle of Kerry's strength vs. Flair's wrestling skills, What 
tumed the match, however, was Kerry's outstanding. wrestling ability. His 
aerial attack, although slowed some, is still extremely A 

dangerous. + 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Take a look at Kerry and it seems as if 
nothing is wrong. He still has the well-defined upper torso with the huge 
arms and a muscular chest. He still has a thin waist and massive legs. But 
there’s undoubtedly something wrong. Kerry hasn't fully recovered from 
the 1986 accident and perhaps he never will. He still occasionally favors 
the ankle. He tires more easily in the ring. Once Kerry couldn't be wom 
down, but now he can. Once there were no physical weaknesses for 
opponents to take advantage of, but now there are. None- B 
theless, his body is still the envy of many. + 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Keny is a very excitable individual who 
often makes mistakes in the ring. He depends too much on the famous 
Von Ench claw and often works his entire game plan around his favorite 
hold. This can put restraints on his attack and defense. Since returning to 
the ring last November, he also seems too intent on doing too much at 
once, as if he were trying to make up for lost time. Kerry thinks less than 
he used to. He often falls prey to the tactics of his enemies. Kerry knows 
his way around the ring, but he often doesn't use his B 
knowledge. +: 


OVERALL GRADE: “The Modem Day Warrior” would just now be 
reaching the peak of his career, but because of the long layoff and the 
injuries he may never return to his former greatness. Can he ever contend 
for a world title again? Logic would say no. But logic also said that he 
couldn't have come back as far as he has from such a serious accident. He 
is currently one of the top five wrestlers in the World Class area, and now, 
with his victory over Iceman Parsons for the World Class title, he’s the best. 
One must remember that at his peak, Kemy was a superstar, perhaps the 
finest wrestler in the sport. The injuries have brought him down to a more 
human level, but he’s still an outstanding competitor. The B 

sport will always have a place for him. + 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


THE ROAD 
WARRIORS 


When Demolition first came to the WWF, they were 
cniticized for being a poor imitation of The Road War- 
niors, considered then to be the greatest tag team in the 
sport. Ax and Smash entered the ming with their faces 
made up and wearing leather outfits, just like their NWA 
counterparts, but that’s where the similarities ended. The 
Warmors were number one. Demolition was just another 
tag team. 

So who would’ve thought that only one year after De- 
molition was formed, they’d be the WWF World tag 
team champions, while the Warmniors, after three years, 
would still be in search of their first NWA World tag title? 

It's a strange situation, especially when one considers 
that the Warmiors are still ranked above Demolition in the 
Top 10 tag team ratings. At a combined weight of 567 
pounds, no team is stronger or more fearsome than Ani- 
mal and Hawk. And no team can wipe out an opponent 
in a matter of seconds like the Warriors can. They were 
voted Pro Wrestling Illustrated Tag Team of the Year 
three times, from 1983 to 1985, and are incredibly popular 


22 / Wrestling 88 


vs. 


DEMOLITION 


in Japan, where they're All-Japan International tag team 
champs. 

Demolition matches up in the weight department, a 
combined 575 pounds, but little of it is muscle. Ax and 
Smash are also big and fearsome, but they're not great 
wrestlers. They’ve reached the top through hard work, 
an outstanding game plan conceived by manager Mr. 
Fuji, an uncanny ability to take advantage of opponents’ 
mistakes, and total disregard for the niles. In wrestling, 
the intangibles often make the difference. 

One of the unfortunate aspects of the current environ- 
ment in wrestling is that a match between Demolition and 
The Road Warnors is impossible, unless one of the teams 
changes federations. But what if Demolition and The 
Road Warnors did meet? This situation was addressed in 
a “Dream Match” in the Summer 1988 issue of Wrestling 
Superstars and the Warmors were easy winners. That was 
just one opinion, however, so we commissioned four 
well-informed panelists to give us their analyses of such a 
match and decide a possible outcome. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
You know, I've seen a lot of this Demoli- 
tion and I can't believe they were able to win 
the WWF tag team title. This Ax and Smash 
are two of the most untalented wrestlers I've 
ever seen; all they do is wear that stupid 
makeup and put on those leather jackets, it’s 
so ridiculous. When I was a wrestler, we 
didn’t wear makeup into the nng. We just 
got in there and wrestled. 
Now, as for The Road Warors, I know 
they wear makeup into the ring, too, but at 
least they know how to wrestle. That Animal and Hawk are two of the 
biggest, strongest, toughest men I've ever seen, but they don't just get 
into the ring and start punching and kicking. They can fly through the 
air and do things that are just unbelievable for guys that big. 

In my mind, there's just no comparison between these two teams, Ax 
and Smash are overweight, they have no wrestling moves, and they're 
always depending on Mr. Fuji. Speaking of Mr. Fuji, the man is a total 
idiot compared to Paul Ellering. You know, Paul Ellering is one of the 
Most intelligent managers in wrestling and I would've been proud to 
have him as my manager if he was around back when I was champ. 

This match would be an absolute wipeout. Maybe Fuji would distract 
Animal and Hawk long enough for Demolition to get some momentum, 
but I guarantee you, it wouldn't last long. I think the Wamiors are very 
mad that Demolition tied to copy them, and that would give them 
enough incentive to just destroy them. Animal and Hawk have more 
speed than you would expect and they’d probably come out flying at 
Demolition from all directions. Then they'd start beating them to a pulp 
and everybody would know right then who was the better team. 

Two-time former WWF World champion Bruno Sammartino was a 
commentator for the WWF before retiring earlier this year. 


DICK WOHERLE 

You know, referees have egos, just like 
professional wrestlers, and our goal is to 
work the best matches. They're not going to 
let just any man referee a world title match, 
they're going to go for the best. So when a 
federation, be it the NWA or the WWF, asks 
me to work a match between Randy Savage 
and somebody or Ric Flair and somebody, it 
makes me feel good. But I'll tell you one 
' thing, I wouldn't want to referee a match 

: between Demolition and The Road Warriors. 
Dick Kroll, you can have that one! 

This would be one of the most violent matches of all time for a 
number of reasons. First of all, both of these teams love to braw!l and 
neither of them care if they have to break the mules to get what they 
want. But the most important factor is that The Road Warmors think 
Demolition is trying to imitate them and Demolition is trying to prove 
that they're a great team in their own night. 

That's why if you're going to have a match between these two teams, 
you might as well put it in a cage and let all four men be in the ring at 
the same time. Otherwise, you'd need at least two or three referees, 
and possibly more, Even then, I don’t see how these teams could be 
controlled. The Warriors have regained a lot of their killer instinct since 
that whole thing with Warlord and Barbarian when Animal almost lost 
his eye. Demolition, on the other hand, has gained a lot of confidence 
since winning the belts. 

In my opinion, I can’t see either team winning. In fact, I can't see the 
match going beyond three or four minutes, and it would end with both 
teams being carried off on stretchers. That's how brutal it would be: 

Dick Woherle is an internationally known and respected referee, 
who has officiated in both the NWA and the WWF. 


PROF. TORU TANAKA 

You must be crazy American fool to ask 
me such stupid question. Who would win if 
Demolition wrestled The Road Wamiors? I 
will tell you who would win—Demolition. 
Now I will tell you why. 

I am still very good friend with Mr. Fuji. I 
talk to him many times on telephone. He tells 
me what is going on in World Wrestling Fed- 
eration. I tell him what is going on every- 
where else. One day he ask me about Road 
Wamnors. | tell him that they are overmuscled 

fools who yaks mockery out of great sport of wrestling. For some 
reason, they are very much respected in Japan, but I do not under- 
stand why. That shames me very much. 

I have seen Road Warriors many times and this is one thing I know 
for sure: They are, as you say, all style and no substance. Why is it that 
they have never won NWA tag team title? Why is it that they can never 
even win U.S. title? I have seen each of them wrestle Ric Flair many 
times. How come little Ric Flair always win? It is simple: Road Warriors 
are big but they are nothing, just like United States. 

When Mr. Fuji bring in Demolition, everybody say they are imitation 
of Road Warriors. That make me laugh, that is so stupid. They have 
already shown so-called experts to be wrong. Reporters are idiots. 
Demolition is WWF World tag team champions, just like Fuji and 
Tanaka were. They defeated so-called great Strike Force and they have 
not been beaten yet. 

If Road Wamriors wrestled Demolition, Warriors would come into ring 
like crazed maniacs. They would be out of control, and then they 
would fall prey to brilliant game plan of Mr. Fuji. 

Prof, Toru Tanaka, a three-time co-holder of the WWF World tag 
team title with Mr. Fuji, is currently a successful actor. 


PAUL JONES 

You guys have a lot of nerve asking me a 
question like that! Who the heck cares who 
would win a match between Demolition and 
those Road Wariors wimps? What people 
really want to know is who would win a 
match between Demolition and the greatest 
tag team in the world, The Powers of Pain. 

Of course, we already know what would 
happen if Warlord and Barbarian got a 
chance to wrap their fists around Ax and 
‘ Smash. You'd have dead WWF tag team 
champions and Warlord and Barbarian would have another pair of 
skulls on their mantelpieces. But you know that Demolition wouldn't 
want any part of us, not after they saw what we did to Animal. 

Come to think of it, a match between Demolition and The Road 
Wamiors makes perfect sense. Here we'd have two teams with no 
talent whatsoever, All they are is poor imitations of The Powers of Pain. 
They don’t have the size, they don't have the power, and they don't 
have the guts. That's the most important thing. All four of those guys— 
and I'm talking about Ax, Smash, Animal, and Hawk—are always stuck 
with their heads between their legs. 

The match would be an absolute joke. Demolition would come into 
the ning and they'd start running when the Warmiors came out. But then 
Demolition would realize that they have nothing to worry about and 
they'd go back into the ring. Then it would be the Warzors’ tum to 
tun. Finally, they'd both be running so much that they'd end up run- 
ning into each other. Now, the Warriors are much bigger than Demoli- 
tion so they'd probably have the advantage in a collision. One-eyed 
Animal would cover Smash and it'd be all over. 

Paul Jones, manager of Warlord and Barbarian in the NWA, is cur- 
rently leading them in a vicious feud against The Road Wazrziors. 
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BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 

Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Subscribe now and never miss an issue of the 
sport’s most respected magazine. Wrestling is the only sport with non-stop 
action the whole year round, and nobody covers the action better than 
PWI. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR 

PWfs award-winning staff is always on the scene where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers through the dramatic peak-action 
photographs to the magnificent full-color pinup, PW/ brings wrestling from 
the arena into your home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 

Each issue of PW/ contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR PINUP of one of 
wrestling’s greatest superstars, plus an in-depth career biography of that 
wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY 

A year’s subscription to PWI—12 big issues—is only $22. And that 
includes the higher-priced special magazines such as the color-packed 
“SuperCards” issue and the sensational year-end awards issue. It’s an 
unbeatable deal! You save over $5 off the newsstand price, and you have 
every issue delivered directly to your door in a protective manila envelope. 
Don't delay—subscribe today! 
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Send To: TV SPORTS 1] New () Renewal 

BOX 48 12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00! 
Yes, I'm ready for all the action and excitement of wrestling’s greatest magazine! Please enter my subscription 
for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 
NAME 
ADDRESS APT. 
CITY STATE ZIP 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $27.00.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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SCOREBOARD 


BAM BAM BIGELOW vs. ONE MAN GANG 


Stil seeking revenge on One 
Man Gang for his countout loss at 
WrestleMania IV, Bam Bam Bigelow 
unleashed a level of savagery in 
this bout rarely displayed since his 
arrival in the WWF. While the 368- 
pound Bigelow was clearly the ag- 
gressor in this match, it was his 
own ferociousness that enabled 
OMG to walk from the ring with a 


Bigelow pulls on One Man Gang 


fluke victory. 

Bigelow dominated the 468- 
pound OMG from the opening bell, 
rocking the giant with dropkicks, 
cartwheels, and several relentlessly 
punishing football tackles. With Oli- 
ver Humperdink keeping the devi- 
ous Slick at bay, it appeared that 
the end of this bout would be simi- 
lar to Bigelow’s upset victory over 


OMG at The Survivor Series last fall. 

A desperate OMG grabbed 
Bigelow by the tights and hurled 
him through the ropes. Bigelow re- 
tumed to the ring apron, grabbed 
OMG, and repeatedly slammed his 
head into the tumbuckle. Bigelow 
was still outside the ring ropes, and 
the referee awarded the match to 
OMG on a countout. 


MAKHAN SINGH vs. OWEN HART 


Most experts agree that 1987 
Rookie of the Year Owen Hart is a 
future world champion. His rare 
combination of scientific and aenal 
skills, ring savvy, and an ability to 
brawl when necessary, makes him 
one of the most exciting competi- 
tors in the sport. 

But if there’s one man standing 
between Owen and greatness, it’s 
Makhan Singh, a vicious 380-pound 
monster from Saginaw, Michigan. 
On January 30, 1987, Makhan won 
the Stampede North American title 
from Hart in Calgary, Alberta. 
When Owen regained the belt from 
Makhan on Apmil 10, 1987, it ap- 
peared as if he’d hold it for as long 


Singh bloodies and chokes Hart 


as he wanted. But on May 6, 1988, 
in Calgary, Makhan did it again. 
Singh needed some help from his 
half-brother, Vulkan Singh, and his 
manager, Abdul Wizel, to defeat 
Owen, but in reality the victory was 
the culmination of a series of 
bloody matches between the two 
archrivals. Makhan resorted to out- 
nght brutality, such as choking a 
bloodied Owen with his own shirt. 
By the time May 6 rolled around, 
Owen was exhausted—and looking 
forward to a six-week tour of Japan. 
“IT guess you could say my mind 
wasn't in it,” Hart said, “but that’s 
no excuse. If you’re champion, yo 
have to be ready.” Oo 
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INTERVIEW 88 


STING 


The rulebreaking element in the NWA—especially Ric Flair and the other members of The Four 
Horsemen—have had a great deal of trouble with the blond grappler who answers to the unlikely moniker of 
Sting. Combining two classic finishing maneuvers—his awesome splash and the unbreakable scorpion 
leglock—with the war-painted look and boisterous interview style of the '80s, Sting continues to rack up 
victories, as well as supporters, by the score. 

It would be hard to pack more experience into a career that has spanned less than three years. Sting 
began his career as one-fourth of the Powerteam U.S.A. project. The California-based quartet of massively 
muscled competitors did not last long, but two of the four men, Sting and Rock, formed a new tag team 
known as The Blade Runners and headed to the UWF. 

Although both Sting and Rock lacked experience, they managed to impress the infamous Eddie Gilbert, 
then the most hated man in the federation. When Rock left Sting in the spring of 1986 to enter World Class as 
The Dingo Warrior (later to become The Ultimate Warrior in the WWF), Sting formed a tag team with Gilbert. 

Sting was clearly the most talented man whom Gilbert had ever managed. Together, this infamous pair 
won the UWF tag team championship from The Fantastics on July 20, 1986, in Tulsa, Oklahoma. By the time 
they lost the belts a month later, it was clear that Sting was unhappy with the way he was being mistreated by 

both Gilbert and his manager's girlfriend, Missy Hyatt. 

The situation soon exploded, and Sting found himself matched against Gilbert. It was this series of conflicts 
that began to highlight the potential that poured from Sting’s 6’2”’, 260-pound frame. Most wrestling 
observers only knew that Sting could brawl, and that he could deliver a bone-jarring bodyslam. Suddenly, 
those same critics began to notice blazing speed, considerable strength, and a new-found determination. So 


did the fans. 


Probably the biggest break of Sting’s career came when the UWF merged with the NWA. Concurrently 
with his emancipation from Gilbert, he was on his own in the national spotlight for the first time. Within six 
months he was the top contender for the NWA World title held by Ric Flair. Since then, Sting and Flair have 
engaged in a remarkably even series of championship matches, with Flair barely able to hang on to his title 


claim. 


Sting’s latest triumph occurred on April 23, when he and Lex Luger, an unannounced pairing, combined to 
win The Crockett Cup tag team tournament by defeating Arn Anderson and Tully Blanchard in the exciting 


final bout. 


Although Sting should have been ecstatic over recently having won Wrestling 88’s ‘Future Champion 

Trophy,” it was a subdued and angry Sting whom Associate Editor Bob Smith interviewed in Los Angeles. 

“He's not too happy with the Barry Windham situation,”’ said Smith. ‘‘He’s a very complex man, and he 
seemed to relish the chance to talk openly.” 


WRESTLING 88: Sting, congratula- 
tions on winning The Crockett Cup 
tag team tournament with Lex 
Luger. | know it wasn’t easy, but the 
$1-million you two split can probably 
soothe a lot of aches and pains. 
STING: Thanks, Bobby, but | don’t 
really care about the money. I’m 
glad | could team up with Luger to 
win the Cup, but the events that led 
up to it aren’t worth any amount of 
cash. The tournament was exciting, 
but everything else makes me sick 
to my stomach. All this stuff is 
messin’ with my head. 
WRESTLING 88: What do you 
mean? 


STING: | mean that sometimes | 
think the whole world’s gone crazy. 
As far as the Cup goes, | never 
would have teamed with Lex if Bar- 
ry Windham hadn’t turned into a 
yellow rat and joined The Four 
Horsemen a few days earlier, be- 
cause that left Lex without a part- 
ner. If my original partner, Ronnie 
Garvin, hadn't had his throat injured 
by that ‘‘golden spike” Kevin Sulli- 
van hit him with, | would have 
teamed with Ronnie. By the time 
me and Lex decided to team with 
each other in the tourney, | remem- 
ber my head felt like it was going to 
explode. | just couldn’t take in any 


more bad news at that point. The 
actual wrestling was almost like get- 
ting a refreshing break from all that 
trouble! 

WRESTLING 88: In_ retrospect, 
what are your feelings about Wind- 
ham turning against Luger and be- 
coming J.J. Dillon’s fourth Horse- 
man? | can’t get over it. 

STING: |’m still not over all this 
crap. You know, | teamed with Bar- 
ry in six-man tags with Lex a bunch 
of times. | really trusted him. | 
would've trusted him with my wal- 
let—heh, that’s probably all that’s 
on Barry’s mind. Money and greed 
made him turn on his friends, as if 
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J.J. Dillon’s payoffs add that much 
to his income, huh? Lex told him 
everything he needed to know 
about Anderson, Blanchard, Flair, 
and that cockroach Dillon. So what 
does Barry do? He goes and joins 
‘em! Barry, you're a complete and 
totally soulless idiot! 

WRESTLING 88: What will happen 
when you meet Windham in a 
match? It sounds like you're as bit- 
ter as a man can be. 

STING: Bitter won’t cut it. Hatred is 
a better term. You see, Lex gets 
first crack—he’s the one who really 
suffered—but there’s me, and Dusty 
Rhodes, and Steve Williams, and 
the Garvins, and Nikita Koloff, and 
we’re all standing in line for a piece 
of Barry’s hide. When | get him in 
the scorpion, | won't let it go. | just 
don’t care. He’s got to pay the price 
for turning against all of us, as well 
as all those fans who trusted him. 
WRESTLING 88: Speaking of the 
Garvins, as you said, you were orig- 
inally supposed to team with Ronnie 


meta 


Sting applies a painful toehold on Mike Rotundo, whose NWA TYV title is one that Sting covets. ‘‘The 
Stinger” was enraged when Rotundo’s former partner, Barry Windham, tumed against Lex Luger and 
became a Horseman. He promises payback on behalf of his friend. 


ee 


LUGER TAKES THE LOSS IN STRIDE 


Lex Luger does not accept defeat well. Competitors at his level rarely do. 
But when he was informed by the editors of Wrestling 88 that Sting had 
won the “Future World Champion Trophy,” he smiled. It was a genuine 
smile, too. 

Of course, Luger, who won the Crockett Cup and a million dollars with 
Sting in April, has been seen smiling a lot lately. “Il never fully appreciated 
Sting’s talents until | teamed with him in the tournament,”’ Luger said. “I can 
say now that he and | are the best two wrestlers in the world.” 

The winner of the trophy was decided by the 
“You Decide’ vote in the Summer 1988 edition 
of Wrestling 88. The editors anticipated that it 
would be the largest response to a “You De- 
cide” question in the magazine’s four-year histo- 
ry, and it was. 
No one, however, could predict how the loser 
of the poll would react, especially considering 
J '_|the egos of the men involved. 
Sting & Luger: Crockett Cup champs But Luger accepted his 54 percent to 46 per- 
cent defeat like a gentleman. 

“| think the fans are totally justified in feeling any way they want to feel,’’ 
he said. “More than any other sport, wrestling gives the fans a chance to 
express themselves at all times. The fact that more people responded to this 
particular question than any other in your magazine’s history is something 
I'm very proud of.” 

Luger looked at the fans’ decision as a sign of confidence that either he 
or Sting would soon dethrone NWA World champion Ric Flair. 

“Look at it this way,” he said. ‘“Everybody thinks that Flair is getting 
ready to lose his title. Apparently, everybody thinks it’s going to be either me 
or Sting. That makes me feel pretty damn good.” 

What would make him feel even better, of course, is having that gold belt 
wrapped around his waist. ‘Fan polls are fun,” Luger said, “but they can’t 
help you in the ring. If Flair is going to lose his belt, Sting, or me, or 
whoever is going to have to pin his shoulders to the mat. People are going 
to remember who actually beat Flair, not who won the ‘Future Champion’ 
trophy.” 

—Bob Smith 
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Garvin during the Cup tourney, but 
he was injured by Sullivan during 
that hideous ‘Prince of Darkness” 
bout and wasn’t able to wrestle. 
How did you react to that 
circumstance? 

STING: | really wanted to wrestle 
with Ronnie, mainly because Mag- 
num T.A., who had trained us for 
the tournament, had us in champi- 
onship form. We were a well-oiled 
machine by the time the tourney 
rolled around, and it’s a shame, ina 
way, that we couldn’t compete to- 
gether. But now that Ronnie has 
recovered, I'll help him and _ his 
brother Jimmy get his revenge on 
Sullivan and those two morons he 
manages. Man, all this garbage is 
getting hard to take. 

WRESTLING 88: Sting, I’ve never 
seen you so upset. You should be 
pretty happy, considering you just 
won the poll from our Summer 
1988 issue, as well as our ‘‘Future 
World Champion” trophy. Even 
though a lot of the fans think Lex 
Luger will be the next NWA champi- 
on, many more think that you're the 
man who can put away Flair once 
and for all. 

STING: You've right. It was a great 
honor to know that so many of the 
fans have gotten behind me and 
supported me. 

WRESTLING 88: How do you think 
Luger will react to not winning the 
trophy? 

STING: That’s an interesting ques- 


tion. He’s human, so |’m sure he'll 
be a little disappointed by not win- 
ning it—! mean, we all have egos. 
But | know that when he realizes 
what happened, he’ll be as excited 
as if he had won it himself. While 
we’re on the subject, I'd like to 
thank all the fans who voted for me. 
There's nothing | like better, and I'll 
pay ‘em back for all the confidence 
they’ve shown in me by beating 
Flair. 

WRESTLING ‘88: |’d call your bouts 
“against Flair some of the most excit- 
ing of this year, particularly the 45- 
minute draw at the Clash of the 
Champions. Since that time, Flair 
has moved on to other contenders 
such as Nikita Koloff and Steve Wil- 
liams. Are you through with your 
championship. bid? 

STING: No way! I'll never be 
through, and that’s a lesson that 
Flair’s got to learn. My superior con- 
ditioning has enabled me to go to 
any lengths to emerge victorious. 
Flair’s getting old and tired. | may 
be a youngblood, but that’s champi- 
onship blood running through these 
veins, baby. 

WRESTLING 88: If you can’t defeat 
Flair, are there any other belts you’d 
consider going after? 

STING; All of them! Mike Rotundo 
is no example of how a champion 
should conduct himself, and he’s 
soiling both the TV and Florida 
belts. Personally, | think Nikita will 


win the TV title back the very first 
time he gets the opportunity, but if 
he doesn’t I'll be glad to get that 
opportunity. Secondly, nobody 
seems to notice that Larry Zbyszko 
has just buried that Western States 
championship. Isn’t there’ a manda- 
tory 30-day period during which you 
have to defend an NWA title? He’s 
another oldie-but-baddie, and he’s 
just shying away from the competi- 
tion. He’d never stand a chance 
against “The Stinger.” 
WRESTLING 88: How about the 
NWA World tag team belts that An- 
derson and Blanchard just 
regained? 

STING: That’s a good joke. They 
“regained” those belts, huh? That’s 
a crock. Windham practically hand- 
ed those titles to those guys. Now 
I’m hearing how they go on inter- 
views and claim that they'll never 
lose the title this time. Well, | got 
news for those dudes. | don’t care if 
it's with Dusty, or Ronnie, or whoev- 
er. I’m out to dissect The Four 
Horsemen one by one. Then, when 
Dillon is left standing alone, he'll 
pay for everything. All at once. 
Whoo, the thought of that just 
sends the chills up and down my 
spine! 

WRESTLING 88: That’s the first 
time you've smiled during this whole 
interview. 

STING: (Laughs) Man, I’m sorry if 
I've been a downer. It’s just that I’ve 


got so many candles burning. There 
are so many people | want to wres- 
tle right now. Even though | still 
haven't won a title, | know it’s just a 
matter of time. | also realize |’m 
lucky to have friends who are the 
greatest people in the sport, men 
like Dusty Rhodes, Nikita Koloff, 
and Magnum T.A. These men will 
go down in history as legends, as 
people who helped make wrestling 
what it is today. The Four Horse- 
men will go down in the record 
books as people who won champi- 
onship belts, but had to stoop to the 
lowest depths to get them. They will 
also be remembered as men with 
no scruples. | wouldn’t trade my fu- 
ture for all the belts they've already 
won. That’s the difference between 
me and Barry. 


WRESTLING 88: Now that your 
mood is a little better, | wonder if 
you'd give me your brief opinion of 
some top NWA contenders. 
STING: Sounds like fun. Let's do it. 
WRESTLING 88: All right, then. Al 
Perez. 

STING: Really a talented guy, if you 
forget all the bull that baldo Gary 
Hart spits out. He’d be better off 
being his own man, I'd say, but out 
of all the young wresilers in the 
NWA, he’s the biggest one to watch 
right now. | hope | get the chance 
to lock up with him real soon. 
WRESTLING 88: The Fantastics. 
STING: Hey, now there’s a tag 
team! | just love the way those guys 
get off on the cheers of the fans, 
and | like the way Tommy [Rogers] 
and Bobby [Fulton] fly around the 
ring. | always try to watch their 
matches, if | can. 
WRESTLING 88: The 
Warriors. 

STING: I'd be lying if | didn't say 
they were a big influence on my 
early development. | think I’m a dif- 
ferent kind of wrestler now than 
when | first started, but the Roadies 
only keep improving on their domi- 
nation of other teams. They've 
ruined Barbarian and Warlord, and 
Anderson and Blanchard better not 
let them anywhere near their title. 
They're gonna kill ‘em. 
WRESTLING 88: Ric Flair. 
STING: Aww, why'd you have do 
that? Actually, he’s an old man who 
only manages to be champ be- 
cause of his friends. That’s all right. 
I'll start with Windham and then 


Road 


NWA World champion Ric Flair is the victim of Sting's scorpion leglock. On several occasions, Sting-Flair weed ‘em out One by one. That Ss 
matches have nearly resulted in a title change. Sting says he'll go through all the Horsemen if that's | when I'll know I’ve really made it 
what it takes to beat Flair. big! le] 
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MACHO MAN: 


10 Events That Molded 


The WWF World Champion 


Randy Savage’s road to 
the WWF World title 
began long before he 
entered the WWF. An 
examination of the 
“‘Macho Man’s”’ career 
reveals the key events 
that helped shape the 
style and substance of 
the current champion 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE YOUNG BOY sat on the edge of 

his ringside seat in St. Louis’s Kiel 
Auditorium, oblivious to the thick cloud 
of cigar smoke that surrounded him and 
the vulgar taunts of the fans that were 
directed toward the underdog in the 
ring. Watching wide-eyed at every move 
that took place, he clenched his fists 
and cheered for the underdog—his 
father. 

It was September 13, 1963, and 10- 
year-old Randy Poffo, who would one 
day be known as WWF World champion 
Randy Savage, was attending his first 
wrestling match. 

When Angelo Poffo grabbed Karl 
Gotch’s trunks and turned him over for 
the pin, little Randy stood on his seat. 
“‘Let’s go, Dad!’’ he yelled. ‘‘You can do 
it!’ Gotch, however, reversed the pin 
and applied his famous atomic suplex to 
pin Poffo. The young boy sunk back in 
his seat and started to cry. A cruel man 
turned to Randy and said, ‘‘If that's 
your father, kid, he’s a bum. He’ll never 
be nothin’ and you'll never be nothin’ 
either. Lotsa luck!”’ 

Randy quickly dried his tears and 
went back to the dressing room, where 
he saw his father. ‘‘Sorry, son,’’ Angelo 
said. “‘| did my best. | wanted to beat 
him because you were here, but he’s 
one tough customer.”’ 

“That's okay, Dad,’’ replied Randy. 
“I'm proud of you. | want to be just like 
you.”’ 

So began Randy Poffo's long road to 
the WWF World title. It is a common 


misconception that champions are 
made in the time it takes for a referee to 
make the three-count. In reality, Sav- 
age’s victory over Ted DiBiase at Wres- 
tleMania IV was the culmination of 25 
years of events that made him a wrestler 
capable of winning a world 
championship. 

Not every man can be a world cham- 
pion, and even those with natural ability 
and talent still require the intervention 
of fate to put them on top. If the man 
sitting near 10-year-old Randy never in- 
sulted the family name, would he still 
have had the desire to follow in his fa- 
ther’s footsteps? 

We'll never know the answer to that 
question, but we do know this: Randy 
Savage is the WWF World champion, 
and his success is attributable to several 
important events. That night in St. Lou- 
is was one of them. Here are nine 
others: 

October 23, 1976, Georgia: 
Slumped over a table in the trainer's 
room, Ole Anderson tried to regain his 
breath while a doctor attempted to stop 
the flow of blood coming from his head. 
Suddenly, the door to the trainer’s room 
opened and a dozen reporters started 
firing questions at him. 

“Enough, boys!’’ Anderson yelled. 
“I'm having enough trouble as it is. I'll 
say just one thing: I’ve wrestled a lot of 
young kids. Most of them | never see 
again, but this boy—hell, the name 
Randy Poffo doesn't fit. It’s too laid 
(Continued on page 50) 


“WE DON'T WANT 


By Eddie Ellner 
What are The Four Horsemen? Are 
they a business enterprise committed to 
profit margins? A wrestling unit devoted to 


grappling purity? A loose-knit fraternity of 


good ol’ boys? Ric Flair’s plaything? 
Determining the precise nature of the 
Horsemen and who calls their shots seems 
especially relevant in light of the latest 
personnel change. When Lex Luger split 
from the group, Flair and JJ. Dillon 


moved to replace him with the popular 


Barry Windham. 
It was hardly a secret that the recruit- 
ment of Windham was Flair and Dillon's 


decision. Tully and Arm were barely part of 


the decision-making process. 

Given the monumental set of egos at 
work, I knew, despite the handshakes and 
bearhugs, all could not be well. I tried 
unsuccessfully to meet with Tully and Arn 
several times, and finally caught up with 
them in an Atlanta nightclub. It is now 
clear to me that Blanchard and Anderson 


Barry Windham armdrags (left) and dropkicks (above) Tully Blanchard ... before they were fellow 


BARRY WINDHAM-— 


are not happy Horsemen. They are angry 
and defiant at being excluded from making 
decisions that affect the team. And they're 
wary that one of them may be removed 
next. 
WASN’T EXPECTING a scoop. I was 
hoping the combination of atmosphere, 
drink, disillusionment, and __ frustration 


would compel one of the men to speak 
the truth. When things bother them, pro 
athletes are like small children and aren’t 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Horsemen. When Windham became a member of that infamous group, he made Ric Flair and J.J. Dillon 


very happy. Tully and Am are another matter. 


WE NEVER DIDI” 
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Many wrestling critics believed that Andre 
the Giant had reached the nadir of his 
career. Hacksaw Duggan even managed to 
knock him out. Suddenly, Bobby Heenan 
was back on the scene. Now, the only kayos 
are being scored by Andre 


HOW BOBBY HEENAN 
REAWAKENED 
THE GIANT IN ANDRE 


By Bob Smith 


You're suddenly awake. Your body throbs, but you can’t move. Your eyes 
won't focus, but you see lights as bright as the sun. You hear the collective voices 
of a multitude of people. You smell beer and popcorn. Your legs feel like they are 
made of lead. Your head aches in a way that it never has before. As your eyes 
begin to focus, you realize you are being watched by others—thousands of others. 
Your pupils focus on faces that peer down at you; they are people you don't 
recognize. You realize you are in a wrestling ring. Leaping to your feet, you lash 
out at those around you, throwing them from your sight one by one, trying to 
crush them. The multitude around you is hostile, calling out your name in hatred. 
You are embarrassed over what has happened to you. You realize you are all 
alone. You realize you need help. You will never let this happen to you again. 

You are going to reach back into your past to insure your future. 
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IM DUGGAN KNOWS not what he 
has wrought. 

When the wrestler known as “Hack- 
saw” belted Andre the Giant over the 
head with his 2x4, he did much more 
than just gain a momentary advantage 
over a larger opponent. What Duggan 
actually accomplished is now being felt 
by competitors throughout the World 
Wrestling Federation, thanks mainly to 
the influence of Bobby Heenan. 

By knocking Andre out—only the 
second time in his career this has hap- 
pened—Duggan only managed to sym- 
bolically wake Andre up, at least 
enough to realize that he needed the 
guiding hand of Heenan, his former 
manager, to look after his affairs once 
again. Heenan’s been smiling ever 
since. Andre’s been awesome ever 
since. 

Those who know Heenan realize 
that he'll keep the memory of the An- 
dre-Duggan incident alive in Andre's 
mind as long as he needs to rekindle 
the killer instinct in the aging giant. No 
one is better than Heenan when it 
comes to instilling self-confidence—if 
not downright evil—in the men who 
have been fortunate enough to be 
called members of his elite stable. 

The past several months have been 
ones of personal and professional tur- 
moil for Andre. When Heenan sold 
Andre's contract to Ted DiBiase several 
months before WrestleMania IV, it was 
for more money than either Heenan or 
Andre ever made on a single transac- 
tion in their careers. Who could resist 
being financially comfortable for the 
rest of his life? Even winning the WWF 
title and and being forced to abandon 
it would be worth the price. 

Though Andre agreed to the transac- 
tion knowing full well that he was be- 
ing used by DiBiase, he was a happy 
man. Money has a way of doing that 
for some people. Even when the mo- 
ment came, when his lifelong dream 
was fulfilled and he won the WWF 
World title from Hulk Hogan on Febru- 
ary 5 in Indianapolis, he handed it to 
DiBiase without a moment's thought. In 
spite of the questionable circumstances 
of his victory, Andre considered himself 
a man of honor. He would not renege 
on his agreement with his new 
manager. 

Of course, neither he nor DiBiase 
figured on the forthcoming decision by 
Jack Tunney. The WWF president de- 
clared the title vacant and set up a 
championship tournament at Wrestle- 

(Continued on page 54) 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 
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Terry Gordy chinlocks Kerry Von 
Erich during a March bout. Two 
months later, Gordy professes to 
have changed his attitude. But 
should Kerry trust him? 


YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD WE TRUST 
CONVERTED RULEBREAKERS? 


F THERE IS one principle that 

governs negotiations between 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union, it is that trust must be 
eared through commitment to 
honesty. Our government has no 
reason to trust the Soviets until 
they withdraw their troops from 
Afghanistan. The Soviets won't 
trust our commitment to disarma- 
ment until we abandon our testing 
of a space-based missile defense 
system. 

The relationship between the 
fans and their favorite wrestlers is 
based upon a similar trust. How 
many times must a wrestler tum 
his back on his fans—and the mlebook—before those 
fans begin to lose faith? 

Right now, the list of converted rmulebreakers—those 
who have rejected the evil of their ways to become fan 
favorites—is long. Following the May 8 Texas Stadium 
“Triple Dome of Terror’ match between Terry Gordy 
and Michael Hayes, fans will have to decide once again 
whether they will risk taking another converted nule- 
breaker into their hearts. 

When Hayes ended hostilities with the Von Erich fam- 
ily, fans intensified their hatred for the Hayes-less Free- 
birds. Gordy, now also late of The Freebirds, will have to 
continue his promising trend toward fair play if he has 
any hopes of retaining the new rush of fan support. But 
does he deserve that support? 


The answer can be so frighten- 
ing that it transcends federation 
and geographic boundaries. 
When Barry Windham tumed 
against his partner Lex Luger and 
joined The Four Horsemen, fans 
nationwide were left to ponder 
the value of their support, realiz- 
ing once more that some wres- 
tlers don’t really care what the 
fans think. 

Windham, above _ everyone, 
seemed like a veritable Rock of 
Gibraltar. Does his betrayal of Lex 
Luger prove that no wrestler 
should be above scrutiny? Or how 
about the other side of the argu- 
ment: Don’t the good deeds of converted rulebreakers 
like Nikita Koloff and Randy Savage more than make up 
for prior transgressions? 

These are powerful questions, and ones that cannot be 
decided without intense thought. Consider the issue, 
read the arguments that follow, and then send us your 
vote on the enclosed ballot. And don’t forget to add your 
personal comments. Look for the results in the Winter 
1988 edition of Wrestling 88. 


>! 
: ey 
Bam Bam Bigelow bloodies Tommy Rich. Former rule- 
breakers like Bigelow are judged differently than tradition- 
al fan favorites. 


WE SHOULD TRUST CONVERTED RULEBREAKERS 
@Compassion. Most of the laws that our society holds 
dear allow latitude for a change of heart. Usually, a per- 
son who admits he did wrong is treated far more lenient- 
(Continued on page 59) 
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“Subseribe To 
SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 


Imagine walking only as far as your mailbox to pick 
up the latest issue of SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING! Now this convenience can be yours. Enjoy 
12 issues of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING sent 
to your doorstep, postpaid, for the low price of only 
$17. SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING contains sto- 
ries and features found in no other wrestling maga- 
zine. Its peak-action photos and superb coverage of 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 
T.V. SPORTS, INC. 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


(| Renewal NAME 
|| New Subscription 

ADDRESS 
On new subscriptions, please allow 

CITY 


up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue 


THE WRESTLING MONTHLY 
DIFFERENT 


lin 


the entire wrestling scene make SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING the most exciting wrestling magazine 
on the market today. Remember: subscribers NEV- 
ER miss a single issue. And each issue is delivered 
in a sturdy protective manila envelope. Get in on 
the excitement that only SPORTS REVIEW 
WRSETLING brings to you issue after thrilling is- 
sue—you won’t be sorry! 


Please enter my subscription to SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING monthly. | 
will receive a total of twelve (12) issues. | am enclosing $17.00 (U.S. FUNDS | 
ONLY) as payment in full. 


STATE, == ZIP 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good only in U.S. and Canada, All other countries $22.) | 


BEST BET 


MAX PAIN 


Facts & Figures 
Age: 26 

Height: 6’6”’ 
Weight: 315 
Home Town: Salt Lake City, Utah 

Biggest Match: Winning the CWA title 
from Jerry Lawler on February 8, 1988, in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Immediate Goal: ‘To win the AWA World 
title from Lawler. | beat him for the CWA title 
and I’ll beat him for the World title.”’ 
Long-Range Goal: ‘To 

never surrender, be 

the best, and kick 
butt clear 
acrossTennessee.”’ 
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THE VIDEOTAPE EVENT 
OF THE YEAR! 
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You’ve heard about them . . . you’ve read 
about them . . . now you can see them for 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 
into your own home! 


Sample The 
Excitement! 
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Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They’re all here, 
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. 
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Slant-Eyed Slaughter and more—including American 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) superstar Wendi Richter. These 
® Wendi Richter & ‘‘Devil”” Masami vs. matches, direct from Japanese : ul 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura television, include the kind of action Riot Of The Rising Sun 


(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 


® Yukari Omori & Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori 
vs. Noriyo Tateno & ltysuki Yamasaki— 


®@ Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 
® Monster Ripper & ‘‘Devil’’ Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 


that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 


Hagiwara enjoy. These tapes are certain to “The Jumping Bomb Angels” 

e “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula become valued collectors’ items. ® Masked You & Kaoru “Dump” 

@ “Crush Girl’’ Lioness Asuka vs. They include complete matches, not | Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo match excerpts! Chigusa Nagayo—‘‘The Crush Girls”’ 


@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 
8 . @ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. ‘'Devil”’ 
Special Magazine Offer: Masami oe 
In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 

$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 

the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
- handling). Witness all the ieee es ee 
excitement and thrills of Japanese iy 
women’s wrestling—in your own 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


makes up for it. We're convinced you'll be 
completely satisfied by these programs. 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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| ad 
| l 
Fans | TV SPORTS | 
é BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 PLEASE RUSH le : 
SPECIAL NOTE: These apes, dieribuiedby | |_| am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage FT ee Ota Pee eaa 
Powersports Video in association with American and handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape S I 
Video, are being sold exclusively foralimited || | am Ordering. (SORRY—VHS orders only) | 
time only in the United States by T.V. Sports. | | 
Both tapes include English play-by-play Name: 
commentary recorded alongside the original | ! 
Japanese commentary and crowd noise. While | | Address: | 
the English commentary is poor, the action level | : ; | 
and match quality of these bouts more than | City: State: ____Zip: | 

l | 


GOLDEN MOMENT 


MAGINE A TITLE defense by Ric Flair that includes a 

host of illegal maneuvers by both men. A common 
sight where the “Nature Boy” is concemed, many would 
claim. 

Now imagine the fans giving Flair a standing ovation 
after the bout. Strange, perhaps, but true: The most sav- 
age wrestler in the NWA, Flair was cheered heartily 
when he defended his U.S. heavyweight championship 
against Paul Jones during this May 1979 match in Char- 
lotte, North Carolina. 

The fans’ dislike for Flair was nothing compared to the 
sheer hatred NWA boosters had for Jones. Jones had 
traded in a history of scientific brilliance for a reputation 


as a crippler. He decided to team with Flair, then the 
hottest young wrestler in the sport. 

This pair of savage contenders did manage to form a 
capable team, but soon they were at each other's throats. 
When Jones tured against Flair during a tag match, fans 
rallied behind Flair, and this bout was quickly signed. 

This brutal double-disqualification match is legendary 
not only for its wild action, but for the fact that Flair was 
overwhelmingly supported by the majority of the crowd. 

Flair is now NWA World champion. Jones, now a man- 
ager, is still despised. 

And for one brief, shining moment, Flair had captured 
the hearts of al/ the fans. O 


Wrestling 88 / 49 


back for a kid that wrestles like a 
savage.”’ 

Thus, Randy Poffo became Randy 
Savage, a name change that would re- 
flect the intensity with which he would 
pursue his chosen profession. 

Anderson, a nine-year veteran who 
rarely showed respect for his opponents, 
had given the ultimate compliment to 
Savage—and made people notice him. 
Ole’s words also erased any doubts Sav- 
age still had about quitting professional 
baseball to become a wrestler. Realizing 
that he couldn't excel at both baseball 
and wrestling, Savage chose a career in 
the ring—a choice he never regretted. 

July 21, 1979. Years earlier, Savage 
and his brother Lanny Poffo teamed to 
win the Southeastern tag team title. But 
on this night, they were on opposite 
sides of the ring. Lanny was the Interna- 
tional Championship Wrestling champi- 
on, and Randy, who had recently arrived 
in the area, demanded a shot at his 
brother. 

Savage defeated Lanny to win his first 
major singles title, which he held for 
nearly four years. While champion, Sav- 
age developed an outstanding aerial and 
scientific attack. He also experienced 


Savage pursues Rick Steamboat during their thrilling match at WrestleMania Ill in 1987 (above left). The 


Randy Savage 


(Continued from page 33) 


Jerry Lawler referees the match between brothers 
Lanny Poffo and Randy Savage in an empty Mid- 
South Coliseum in 1984. Lawler and Poffo have 
had a profound effect on Savage's career. 


“Macho Man” uses his highly effective flying axhandle on Harley Race (above right). 
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the difficulty of defending a title, experi- 
ence that he would rely upon in the 
years to come. 

November 5, 1983. Savage's flying 
axhandle is one of the most devastating 
finishing maneuvers in wrestling, but 
few people realize that Savage hasn't 
used it his entire career. Even fewer 
people know how Savage developed the 
move. 

In 1983, Savage used both a stand- 
ing axhandle and high-flying maneuvers 
to great advantage. But until arriving in 
Memphis, Savage had wrestled few men 
with the abilities of the great Jerry 
Lawler. On November 5, Savage had the 
momentum and tried to floor ‘‘The 
King’’ with a standing axhandle; it 
didn’t work. Savage tried it again; again 
he failed. Realizing he had to change 
tactics, Savage climbed to the top rope 
to attempt a flying bodypress, but 
Lawler caught him and flipped him over 
for the pin. 

A dejected Savage walked back to the 
dressing room and pounded his fists 
against the wall. At that point, Jackie 
Fargo walked by and said, ‘‘Relax, kid. 
Think about what just happened. Maybe 
you should try putting that axhandle and 
your aerial moves together.’’ 

Savage realized that Fargo was right. 
For the next few months, he worked on 
perfecting the flying axhandle. In less 
than five years, he would use it to win 
the WWF World championship. 


June 3, 1985, Memphis, Tennessee: 
Several things happened to Savage dur- 
ing his two years in the Mid-Southern 
area. He took on Jimmy Hart as his 
manager. In late 1984, he wrestled his 
brother, Lanny, ina completely empty 
Mid-South Coliseum in a match held ex- 
clusively for Wrestling 85. 

But most important was his feud with 
Lawler. 

There's little doubt that their war 
helped develop Savage into a complete 
wrestler. On June 3, 1985, only 18 
days after one of his numerous Mid- 
Southern title reigns began, Savage 
learned that there comes a time when a 
man must move on, Worn down—and 
perhaps bored—by his long, vicious 
feud with Lawier, Savage was unable to 
muster the enthusiasm need to defeat 
“The King.'’ Savage lost the belt. Days 
later, he announced that he didn't want 
a rematch; he was leaving Memphis and 
going to the WWF. 

August 1985, New York City: Savage 
was a newcomer to the WWF. Several 
veteran managers, including Fred 
Blassie, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Fuji, John- 
ny Valiant, and Jimmy Hart, hoped to 
guide him. Each man had much to offer 
Savage, and the bidding for his services 
lasted several months. Hart thought he 
had the inside track because he had 
managed Savage in Memphis, but beau- 
ty killed the beast’s chances. 

Although Elizabeth lacked wrestling 
knowledge, Savage was impressed by 
her beauty, poise, and business sense. 
A man who usually acts on impulse, 
Savage realized he needed someone to 
both restrain and guide him. The choice 
infuriated the managers who coveted 
him and shocked the fans who cheered 
him, but he hasn't regretted the 
decision. 

February 8, 1986, Boston: \n early 
1986, Savage was one of the most 
feared rulebreakers in the WWF. He 
didn't care what he had to do to reach 
the top. The public and media were in 
an outrage over his harsh treatment of 
Elizabeth. World champion Hulk Hogan 
was secretly plotting new strategies to 
hold off Savage's challenge. The 
“Macho Man” had arrived! 

On this cold night in Boston, Savage 
established himself as a WWF star for all 
time when he won the Intercontinental 
title from Tito Santana. With Savage on 
the ring apron, Santana tried to suplex 
him into the ring. As Santana picked 
him up, Savage smashed Tito over the 
head with a foreign object. They fell to 
the mat with Savage on top of Santana 
for the pin. 

(Continued on page 52) 
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dynamic body! Send for the 
Ultima Plan. Give yourself a 
chance to unleash the 
muscles and power potential 
trapped within 


Maybe nature shortchanged 
your body, bul thal doesn! 
mean you have to be a slave 
to your present day build! 
Ultima plan unlocks nalure 
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follow plan Everybody can 
build a more powerful body 
with the Ultima method 


For Fat& Skinny! 


TOTAL 
PROGRAM 


@ YOU DETERMINE THE BUILD YOU WANT 
How big. how trim. how strong, how powerlul do 
you want to be? 


@ EASY & FAST 
Simple to follow plan outlines — all you need to 
know and what to do — exciting methods with 

scientific approach gives results as fast as you 
follow them! 


*® COMPLETE KNOW HOW 
Get the facts on special products, new ideas 
routines. 
® COMPLETE DETAILS — FREE! 
Send now to find out all the Facts, Triad 
Box 12344, Raleigh, NC 27605 


Amaze your frends and 
yoursell with results in just a 
few short days. You will begin 
to see and fee! your muscles 
grow and acquire new 
strength 


FREE DETAILS 


| would like: ((] Big Chest (() V-back 
CO Gain Weight (J BigArms () Firm Gut 
© Lose Fat 
RUSH TO TRIAD DEPT 20A 

BOX 12344 

Raleigh, NC 27605 
(print) 


Name 


Address 


City ___ Stale 


MAIL TODAY! 


52 / Wrestling 88 


Randy Savage 


(Continued from page 51) 


Savage was no longer a newcomer. 
He was no longer a challenger. He was a 
champion! 

March 29, 1987, Pontiac, Michigan: 
Perhaps no single card had more impact 
on Savage's career than WrestleMania 
IV. The “‘Macho Man" lost his Intercon- 
tinental title to Rick Steamboat in one 
of the greatest WWF matches ever, and 
two important things happened because 
of the loss. 

1—People began to realize that 
World champion Hulk Hogan was not 
the best wrestler in the WWF; that dis- 
tinction belonged to either Savage or 
Steamboat, who displayed their vast tal- 
ents ina 14-minute masterpiece. 2— 
Steamboat lost the belt two months lat- 
er to The Honky Tonk Man, the most 
hated man in the WWF. Compared to 
Honky Tonk, Savage was beloved; he 
represented their best hope of defeating 
Honky Tonk. 

Yet the most important event of the 
card was Hogan's title defense against 
Andre the Giant. Hogan's controversial 
victory represented not the end, but the 
beginning of his feud with Andre, a feud 
that would eventually force WWF Presi- 
dent Jack Tunney to declare the title 
vacant. 

September 4, 1987, Providence, 
Rhode Island: The King of the Ring tour- 
nament is not the biggest WWF event of 
the year. But the 1987 edition, held at 
the Providence Civic Center, was Sav- 
age’s prelude to winning the WrestleMa- 
nia IV title tournament. Although Sav- 
age did not, by any means, defeat the 
toughest competition in the WWF (he 
beat Nikolai Volkoff in the first round, 
Jim Brunzell in the semifinals, and King 
Kong Bundy in the final) the tournament 


Savage rakes King Kong Bundy in the face. They 
feuded in Memphis several years ago. 


prepared him for the rigors of wrestling 
several times in one day. Savage wasn’t 
intimidated by the prospect of wrestling 
four times at WrestleMania IV. He had 
already confronted a similar task. . . 
and succeeded. 

September 23, 1987, Hershey, 
Pennsylvania: The night Savage turned 
good! He was wrestling The Honky Tonk 
Man for the |-C title. Early in the match, 
Savage floored Honky Tonk's manager, 
Jimmy Hart. Honky Tonk and The Hart 
Foundation carried their manager back 
to the dressing room and returned for re- 
venge moments later. 


Jimmy Hart cowers at the might of the ‘Macho 
Man."" Not too many years ago, Hart managed 
Savage in the Memphis area. 


Bret Hart and Jim Neidhart held Sav- 
age in the middle of the ring while Hon- 
ky Tonk picked up his guitar and pre- 
pared to smash it on Savage's head. 
When Elizabeth ran in and begged Hon- 
ky Tonk not to hit Savage, Honky Tonk 
pushed her aside. She ran to the dress- 
ing room; Honky Tonk bashed Savage. 

Suddenly, Elizabeth emerged from 
the dressing room followed by Hulk Ho- 
gan. Hogan ran into the ring and sent 
Neidhart, Hart, and Honky Tonk scram- 
bling back to the dressing room. Then 
Hogan and Savage, former archene- 
mies, accidentally backed into one oth- 
er and quickly spun around. It looked as 
if Hogan and Savage would come to 
blows—instead, they shook hands. 

Randy Savage, friend of Hulk Hogan, 
was now a fan favorite, Six months later, 
after Hogan was eliminated in the sec- 
ond round of the WrestleMania IV title 
tournament, their friendship paid divi- 
dends for Savage when Hogan interfered 
on his behalf in the final round. 

Savage captured the WWF World ti- 
tle; a new era in wrestling had begun! 
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Andre The Giant 


(Continued from page 40) 


Mania IV. And while Andre did his best 
to help DiBiase out in his final-round 
match against Randy Savage, his efforts 
were offset by the overwhelming pres- 
ence of Hulk Hogan. After all was said 
and done, after the contracts were se- 
cured and the referees bought, after 
taking the title from the man who had 
dominated his federation for four years, 
all had gone for naught. Andre's pact 
with DiBiase was effectively voided. 


‘They were of no use to each other 


anymore. 

No longer under contract to Heenan 
or DiBiase, Andre was, for all intents 
and purposes, completely alone, When 
you're alone, criticisms not only hurt, 
but they dig into the soul. And the 
criticisms started coming in droves: An- 
dre is past his prime. It’s time to retire. 
He’s too old. The loss of his fans has 
robbed him of his competitive spirit. 

The incident with Hacksaw Duggan 
March 9 in Winston-Salem, North Caro- 
lina, did much to open Andre's eyes to 
the realities of his future. Andre had 
just defeated a preliminary wrestler 
when Duggan charged the ring and 
challenged the Giant to a match. At 
first, Andre laughed, but then he 
headbutted Duggan in the mouth, split- 
ting his lower lip. Andre keep butting 
Duggan and wrapped the ringlet of his 
tights around Duggan’s throat. 

Duggan could feel himself losing 
blood and consciousness. As he sunk to 
the mat, he reached for the piece of 
wood he calls his “enforcer.” As Andre 
attempted to butt him once more, Dug- 
gan brought the wood down over 
Andre's skull. The Giant fell to the mat 
in a heap. 

Andre remained motionless for 
about 10 minutes. WWF officials and 
medical personnel rushed to the ring to 
tend to the sleeping giant. The fans, 
not used to seeing Andre unconscious, 
responded with a strange silence as the 
medics hovered around the unmoving 
500-pound carcass. 

Finally, Andre's eyes flew open. He 
looked around for Duggan, but his foe 
had already made his way back to the 
dressing room. Frustrated, Andre 
lashed out at the officials, hurling them 
from the ring. The audience pelted him 
with paper cups and verbal abuse for 
mistreating the officials and doctors 
who had tried to help him. His actions 
only reinforced his ranking as the most 
hated man in the WWF. Little did the 
fans know what he had in store. 

Andre walked back to the dressing 


room, but it was not his usual lumber- 
ing, limping stroll. He walked at a brisk 
pace out of the arena. Reportedly, An- 
dre walked directly to the managers’ 
dressing area and _ screamed for 
Heenan. Not long after WrestleMania 
IV, it was announced that Andre had 
taken on Heenan as his manager for 
the second time. It was the right tonic 
for Andre’s supposed lethargy. 
Reunited with Heenan, Andre has 
begun to wrestle like a man reborn. It 
was through Heenan’s influence in ear- 
ly 1987 that Andre began to lose 
weight and commit himself to a goal 
after a career that mainly consisted of 
catering to the wishes of the fans. 


When Andre's alliance with Ted DiBiase ended at 
WrestleMania IV, he turned to Bobby “The Brain’’ 
Heenan for help. 


In truth, Heenan needs Andre as 
much as Andre needs him. His stable 
has become a bit unstable as of late. 
Harley Race, the most accomplished of 
all his wrestlers, is out of action for an 
undetermined amout of time with an 
illness. Rick Rude seems more content 
to kiss every female fan in wrestling 
than to attempt to unseat Savage. The 
Islanders are stalled in going after the 
World tag title since Demolition, anoth- 
er set of rulebreakers, won the belts. 
And Hercules Hernandez has been on 
a serious downslide, as he has been 
dominated in matches against The Ulti- 
mate Warrior and Duggan in recent 
weeks. 

It has been Heenan’s goal to manage 
a world champion in the WWF. AI- 

(Continued on page 56) 
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though he had managed Nick Bock- 
winkel's lengthy title reign in the AWA, 
it has been several years since any 
Heenan family member won a title. He 
realized even his reputation was begin- 
ning to fade. Andre was still his best 
bet for gaining wrestling immortality. 

Suddenly, Andre has taken on_ his 
most rigorous schedule of matches in 
years. His name on a WWF wrestling 
card is becoming the rule rather than 
the exception. As far as his opponents 
are concerned, they would have pre- 
ferred that Heenan had stayed in the 
background. 

No one has been able to stop Andre. 
Bam Bam Bigelow, generally hailed as 
one of the fastest rising young competi- 
tors in the sport, could not prevent 
being pinned by Andre in less than 
three minutes at Madison Square Gar- 
den. Andre’s performance against 
Bigelow was a stunning testimony to 
the managerial genius of Heenan. 

“| haven't seen Andre look that good 
in five years,” recalled veteran wres- 
tling reporter Matt Brock, on hand for 
Bigelow’s quick loss. “Andre actually 
performed a kneedrop in that match. 
Now, for hundreds of wrestlers, a knee- 


Andre The Giant 


(Continued from page 55) 


drop is no big thing. But to see that 
500-pounder have the mobility to per- 
form the maneuver is something | 
wasn’t prepared for. Bigelow had no 
chance at all in that match. The ru- 
mors of Andre's demise are greatly ex- 
aggerated. It’s Heenan’s influence that 
Andre needs. A lot of the fans hate 
both of them, but | won't argue with 
success.” 

Other WWF wrestlers were begin- 
ning to believe the stories of Andre's 
decline, and one by one they lined up 
to take a shot at him and a piece of his 
legend. Each man suffered a humiliat- 
ing loss. Jake Roberts would like to 
forget his match against Andre. Roberts 
excited the crowd with a show of val- 
or, but that did little to help him win 
the match. It was similar to cursing a 
bomb before it hits the ground. 

Roberts tried to take Andre off his 
feet by throwing a shoulder tackle at 
him. Andre just smiled. A second time. 
Andre got woozy. A third time. Andre 
stumbled. A fourth time. Andre crum- 
bled to the canvas. Above the crowd 
noise, Heenan could be heard scream- 
ing at the Giant. Six minutes later, An- 
dre sat on Roberts for the pin. So 


much for persistence. 

During this same period of time, 
Duggan began badgering Heenan dur- 
ing television tapings in an attempt to 
get a bout against Andre. Although 
Heenan appeared annoyed by Duggan, 
the match was signed anyway. 

Andre proved that payback is indeed 
hell. In their hotly anticipated match at 
the Pontiac Silverdome, the Giant wres- 
tled like a madman. The match ended 
when Heenan distracted the referee, 
enabling Andre to grab Duggan’s 2x4 
and slam it against Duggan’s skull. 
Duggan was counted out. Andre was 
so impressive that one wonders why 
Duggan challenged him in the first 
place. 

Since WrestleMania IV, Andre the 
Giant has scored impressive victories 
over four wrestlers in the WWF Top 
10, and has also taken a countout deci- 
sion against Savage. Each victory came 
under Heenan’s management. 

It's a clear message to the WWF: 
The Giant is awake. Not only is he 
winning decisively, but his “Brain” is 
thinking clearly again. It's the kind of 
combination that produces victories. 

And championships. O 
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July 1986/Orndorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of ‘80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling II. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December tne Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook, 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Arn, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogain, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
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" Sept. 1986 


For the past two years, the September cover-dated 
“SuperCards” editions of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
have set new standards for wrestling journalism. 
Bonus pages, special 12-page color sections, and 
peerless analysis of the annual spring “SuperCards” 
make the September editions of PW/true collectors’ 
items. We have limited supplies of these newsstand 
sellouts, and they're sure to go fast. Only $5.00 each. 
Order today! 


Make check or money order payable 


| 

= Sern “SUPERCARDS’’ 
ONLY $5.00 each. 

| BOX 48 


j ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me the magazines | have | 


Weds below. | enclose $5.00 (U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


| PWI September 1986 
(“SuperCards ’86”) 


(| PWI September 1987 
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Zip 
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U.S. funds only. All other countries $7.00. 


Crossfire 
(Continued from page 18) 


Gilbert and Missy Hyatt plan to bring their special brand of mayhem to the Continental area while still 
doing business in the CWA. Their primary goal remains the humiliation of Jerry Lawler. 


lieve, Apter. I’m telling you how it 
went down. 

EE: I suppose your father and broth- 
er couldn't forgive Lawler either, 
which would explain their interfer- 
ence in many of your matches. And I 
suppose CWA officials Jerry Jarrett 
and Randy Hales also made mide 
and nasty comments about Missy, 
which would explain why they were 
torched by your fireballs. 

BA: It sounds to me, Eddie, that the 
only plausible explanation for your 
actions is that you are a ruthless com- 
petitor hellbent on the destruction of 
your opponents. 

EE: A quality that won't get you invit- 
ed to many cocktail parties. 

EG: Let me ask you a question. Are 
you opposed to the throwing of fire 
or just opposed to Eddie Gilbert 
throwing fire? I sure don’t hear you 
condemn Jerry Lawler. He’s been 
doing it for years. There are at least 
a half-dozen grapplers selling pen- 
cils in bus stations because Lawler 
can’t aim his fire. How come no 
mention of that? 

EE: For what it’s worth, I think any- 
one caught throwing fire should be 
banned from the ring for life. I think 
Jerry Lawler’s been getting away 
with murder in Memphis for years 
and I’m happy you can point out his 
shortcomings. But it doesn’t change 


my opinion of you. You give self-re- 
specting rulebreakers a bad name. 
Hopefully, you'll leave the flames in 
Memphis and start fresh in 
Continental. 

EG: That’s my _ intention—until 
someone attempts to hurt my Missy. 
BA: Or until you imagine someone is 
going to hurt Missy. All you need is 
an excuse to work your dirty magic. 
You won't be satisfied until someone 
is dead by your hand. 

EG: I won’t spill any tears at Jerry 
Lawler’s funeral. But to show my 
heart’s in the right place, if Lawler 
were to croak, I’d hire Paula to 
clean out my stables. Steady work 
for a steady income. No reason she 
has to go hungry. Of course, I'd 
make her wear gloves while she 
groomed the horses. I wouldn't 
want them to catch anything. I’ve 
got my standards. 

EE: Yeah, and most of them are dou- 
ble. If you're so obsessed with end- 
ing Jerry Lawler's career, why are 
you going to Continental? 

EG: The magnolias are blossoming 
in Birmingham. My Missy loves 
blooming magnolias. (Missy Hyatt, 

in a low-cut sheer silk blouse and 
miniskirt, emerges from the hed- 

room). C’mon down, honey. Get 
down here and show these boys 
what it’s all about. Oo 


ly than the person who attempts to 
cover up his transgressions. As far as 
wrestlers are concemed, fans should 
continue to practice the “forgive-and- 
forget” sentiment. Don’t we all have 
skeletons in our closet? Don’t we all 
deserve a chance to redeem 
ourselves? 

@Experience. Let’s face it, many of 
today’s top wrestling stars were once 
rulebreakers. Hulk Hogan was a rule- 
breaker, Randy Savage was a nule- 
breaker, Nikita Koloff and Sting were 
rulebreakers. They’ve seen the evil of 
their ways and reformed. Just as Lex 
Luger called his leaving The Four 
Horsemen “the best move of my ca- 
reer,’ so can all mlebreakers once 
they reject rulebreaking. 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


@Encouragement. Positive reenforce- 
ment is essential in the conversion of a 
rulebreaker. Immediate trust can go a 
long way toward making the change a 
permanent one. As long as a wrestler 
feels that his conversion is both pleas- 
ing to the fans and is profitable to his 
career, there’s no reason he’ll ever be- 
tray the trust of the fans. 


WE SHOULD NOT TRUST CON- 
VERTED RULEBREAKERS 

@Character. The fans know better 
than anyone that actions speak for 
themselves. Case in point Bam Bam 
Bigelow. Here is a man: who, in his 
previous life, was a hired bounty hunt- 
er. In his brief career as a wrestler, he 
has paved an already legendary path 


STING WILL BE THE NEXT NWA WORLD CHAMPION 


In what was easily the largest response ever to a “You Decide” poll, Sting 
won the nod over Lex Luger in our Summer 1988 question, “Lex Luger Or 
Sting: Who Should Win The ‘Future World Champion’ Trophy?” According to 
54 percent of the respondents, Sting will be the man to dethrone Ric Flair. 

The results—apparently influenced by Sting’s near-victory over Flair at the 
Clash of the Champions—reflected the strong fan support Sting has been able 
to cultivate in just the few months since his emergence as a top NWA 
contender. 

Chris Blechschmidt of Austin, Texas, gave the nod to Sting primarily be- 
cause, “he’s the one getting all the title shots!” And besides, Chris adds, 
Luger “had his time in the sun with Flair back in ’86.” 

Chris’ response was in the first huge glut of mail we received. Sting held a 
considerably larger lead at that time. After Barry Windham joined The Four 
Horsemen, however, the mail coming in began to express a distinctly different 
opinion. Sting still held steady, but Luger was catching up. 

Audrey Seifert of Aubern, Pennsylvania, chose Luger on the merits of his 
head-to-head experience with Flair, but also added, “Besides, now that Wind- 
ham is gone, Luger will retum to singles matches. He’s given Flair his toughest 
battles, and now he’s an even tougher wrestler because he’s teamed with 
Flair. He has an insight into Flair that Sting can never have.” 

The fans have spoken. Let the future decide. 


[ “on 
Mail ballot to: You Decide/Wrestling 88 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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of destruction. Then he comes to the 
WWF as a fan favorite, and under the 
guidance of confirmed mlebreaking 
strategist Oliver Humperdink, no less. 
Does this man deserve to be trusted? 
@Precedent. Tumabouts are a wres- 
tling constant. Wasn't Barry Windham 
the man who stood against The Four 
Horsemen, first urging Lex Luger to 
resist their powerful pull, and then 
rushing to support Luger without ques- 
tion after Luger's final rejection of the 
Horsemen. Windham seemed unshak- 
able as a fan favorite. How much long- 
er can fans nde an emotional roller- 
coaster while their enemies and their 
favorites change sides like some peo- 
ple change underwear? 


Lex Luger, a converted rulebreaker, whips Arn 
Anderson across the ring. Luger now has the 
complete trust of the fans. 


@ Discouragement. The problem with 
some rulebreakers is that when they 
believe it will be profitable for their 
careers, they immediately tum “good” 
and just expect the fans to come run- 
ning back. Wrestlers must be discour- 
aged from the concept that they can 
take shortcuts to the top of the sport, 
and then, when they are ready to 
make the jump, they will be allowed 
to do so, no questions asked. By ac- 
cepting these men, we’re encouraging 
others to be milebreakers. 
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PREMIUM 
BACK ISSUES 


WRESTLER ANNUAL 


The back issues available in this ad are the top of our line. All of 
these magazines contain a color section, and many were news- 
stand sellouts. They are priced at only $3.00 each, so don’t delay, 
order today. 


| WRESTLER ANNUAL 
This special collection of the most requested stories published in The Wrestler 
includes two fabulous color pinups in each issue. 
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Blanchard & 
Anderson 


(Continued from page 35) 


very good at guarding their tongues. 

I asked Blanchard and Anderson to de- 
scribe what qualities the Four Horsemen 
embody, what distinguishes them from the 
rest of the field. Anderson quickly drained 
his glass and responded with a story. 

“Years ago, we were out at a club down 
in Dallas—Tully, Ric, and myself—and 
some football players walk in. A few of us 
knew them, they knew a couple of us, 
some reporters showed up, and_ before 
long we're all sitting around drinking and 


swapping stories. 


“Someone asks one of the helmet- 


Windham leaps over Blanchard in a match that 
took place shortly before they became partners. 
Tully and Am publicly welcome Windham; private- 
ly they have doubts, 


heads—an all-Pro tackle about twice the 
size of everyone else—when he expects to 
retire. He looks around, locks eyes with 
Flair, and smiles. 

“ Tl know when it’s time to retire,’ he 
says. ‘Till get out before I look old and 
foolish. Think I want to end up looking 
like ‘Nature Boy’ over there?’ 

“Everyone gets a big hoot out of it, lots 
of chuckling and snickering all around. 
When things quiet down, Flair ambles over 
to him and says, ‘You don't look like me. I 
don’t have a broken nose.’ 


“What are you talking about?’ the foot- 
ball player asks. ‘My nose isn’t broken.’ 

“It is now,’ Flair screams, and lets fly 
with a backhand that cracks the guy's nose 
in two.” Arn laughs, 

“That's The Four Horsemen,” he cries. 
“Ruthlessness, with a sense of humor.” 

“Here, here!” echoes Blanchard. “Here’s 
to the good old days.” 

The good old days. It's an inexplicable 
toast given the degree of success the 
Horsemen currently enjoy. They endorse 
merchandise from vitamins to T-shirts and 
command thousands of dollars for each 
personal appearance. Flair is NWA World 
champion, Blanchard and Anderson de- 
fend the NWA World tag team belts, and 
Barry Windham offers .. . 

It seemed like an appropriate time to 
bring up the subject of Barry Windham. 

“How do you feel about Barry Wind- 
ham?” I ask. “How does he stack up 
against Lex Luger and Ole Anderson?” 

A stony silence greets my question. I 
order another round from the waitress, 
wondering if I should repeat the question. 
Blanchard saves me the trouble. 

“How do we feel about Windham?” he 
asks rhetorically. “Windham is our brother. 
He's part of an elite squad. His future is 
unlimited.” 

A textbook evasion of the question. | 
lauded Blanchard’s diplomacy. 

“I don’t share my colleague's ability to 
skirt the issue,” Anderson said. “And I 
don’t care who knows how I feel. I never 
wanted Windham in the Horsemen, I was 
never asked if I wanted Windham to join 
the Horsemen, and | don’t want Windham 
in the Horsemen. I have nothing against 
the guy. He just doesn’t belong.” 

“T've got plenty against him,” Blanchard 
rejoined. “He was asked to be part of our 
organization some time ago. Not only did 
he refuse, but he attacked Dillon for ex- 
tending the invitation. Said he wouldn't 
soil his hands with our money. He said 
that and he's still drawing breath. I can’t 
believe it.” 

“Flair offered him a substantial bonus,” 
Anderson said. “Took it right out of our 
investment fund, He said it was important 
that a replacement was found quickly for 
Luger so the stock of the Horsemen is not 
diminished in the public eye. J.J. said the 
choice of bringing Windham in was an 
‘executive decision.’ Dillon and Flair made 
this one a long time ago. They really think 
Windham can help this team.” 

“You know,” Blanchard added, “the 
thought of Windham stepping into this 
organization, getting equal billing like the 
rest of us, and sharing in our profits .. .” 

Tully let the sentence hang, but I was 
getting distinct signals from Blanchard that 

(Continued on page 62) 


ictory Sports 


KKK KK RK ti 


KKK KKK KKKK KKH KK kK K KK 


kkk KK KKK 


If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail. Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 


WINTER 1985 


WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed. 

FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include: Hogan, Zbyszko, Kerry, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rock 'n’ Rol! Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham, Luger, Rhodes. 


SUMMER 1986 


SPRING 1987 


WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ries include: Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 

SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 
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Jerry Lawler 


(Continued from page 39) 


officiate the title match, depending on 
the results of a televised phone-in poll. 
On this subject, Lawler was fatalistic. 

“If the voting does not go in my fa- 
vor—if Hennig wins—I think | had bet- 
ter look for another line of work,” he 
shrugged. “We've all seen Larry Hennig 
interfere in too many of his son’s 
matches. With Jackie Fargo calling the 
shots, at least we'd be assured of a fair 
match, called right down the middle, 
where the best man will win. All | can 
ask for is a fair shot.” 

Voting was heavy. Hennig took an 
early lead, but Lawler fans devoured the 
elder Hennig in an avalanche of late 
votes. Jackie Fargo would referee. So, in 
what may have been his final match, 
Lawler would at least get an even break. 

The huge, rabidly pro-Lawler crowd 
that raised the Mid-South Coliseum 
roof heard their cheers fall on deaf— 
and dying—ears. For most of the match 
Hennig punished Lawler, giving the 
fans little hope of seeing their home- 
town hero capture the belt. In the sec- 
ond row, Candy cheered mightily and 
tried not to think about the 20 pounds 
of coleslaw slowly congealing in the 
hospitality room, which was set up for 
either Jerry's victory or retirement party. 

Lawler had waited his entire life for 
this moment and he refused to be de- 
nied. He fought doggedly against his 
stronger, younger opponent and slowly 
gained the upper hand. Hennig, sens- 
ing imminent doom, attempted to flee 
the ring and disqualify himself, thus 
preserving his championship. Lawler 
grabbed him by the trunks and assault- 
ed him with bruising left and right 
hands. The two traded punches in cen- 
ter ring, with Lawler getting the best of 
each exchange. 

When Fargo raised Lawler’s hand in 
triumph, the crowd broke into wild, un- 
controlled applause. Lawler raised the 
belt over his head and offered it to the 
crowd, as if to say, “It’s as much yours 
as it is mine.” 

Later, at Candy's postmatch party for 
Golden Ringsiders (fans paying $25 a 
ticket), Lawler addressed the crowd as 
champion for the first time ever. 

“This is the real world champion- 
ship,” he said. “I will defend this belt 
against everyone and anyone who 
comes to Memphis.” The crowd roared 
with laughter and appreciation. He then 
turned off his microphone. 

“Thank you,” he said humbly. 
“Thank you all.” 1 
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Blanchard & Anderson 


(Continued from page 61) 


Windham gives one of his first interviews as a Horseman, and Dillon is there. After Lex Luger’s 


departure, Dillon realized that if the Horsemen didn’t become a quartet again, their effectiveness would 
be greatly diminished. In Dillon's mind, Windham was the perfect replacement. 


he was unhappy with the present arrange- 
ment. | called for more drinks. 

“Why haven't you or Am said anything 
to Flair and Dillon?” I asked. “They have 
to respect your opinion. You're all old 
friends. Plus, don’t you two control 50 
percent of the voting bloc in the 
Horsemen?” 

I was laying small landmines; where or 
when they'd detonate I did not know. 
Blanctiard cracked his knuckles. Ander- 
son's eyes betrayed a slight twitch, leading 
me to believe that this might be a subject 
they never discussed even between them- 
selves. They eyed each other warily. 

And they rose, put on their jackets, and 
left. | had another drink and paid the bill. 

They spill blood for each other, endorse 
products under their personal label, and 
remember the birthdays of one another's 
wives and girlfriends. But when they travel, 
they do so separately. 

Bary Windham’s Ford Bronco pulled 
into the parking lot just ahead of Blan- 
chard’s Lincoln Continental. Flair’s limou- 
sine was already there, his chauffeur at a 
crucial juncture in the morning crossword 
puzzle. Anderson pulled up in a 1956 
Corvette, and the four men, the team- 
mates, walked arm-in-arm to the podium. 
The Four Horsemen's weekly media joust 
had begun. 

“Before we field any questions,” Blan- 
chard said, “we'd like to make an an- 
nouncement. To make our newest member 
walk a little taller, we'd like to present 
Barry Windham with this pair of custom- 
made cowboy boots.” 

A throng of fans cheered and the re- 
porters on hand yawned—until Blanchard 
removed the boots from their box. The 


cigar-chomping scribes gasped at the re- 
flections the jewel-encrusted boots cast in 
the morning sun. “When a Horseman 
goes, he goes in style,” Blanchard said. 
“For your information these babies cost 
$35,000. And they couldn’t go to a more 
deserving man.” Blanchard embraced 
Windham. Anderson and Flair bent down, 
removed Windham’s old boots, and slipped 
his dazzling new footgear on. 

Another reporter beat me to the ques- 
tion. “I guess, Tully, the old guard is satis- 
fied with their new addition?” 

Blanchard’s face broke into an expan- 
sive grin. He put his arm around Wind- 
ham’s neck. “The Four Horsemen are 
whole once again, thanks to this man. 
Barry Windham is like my brother. To- 
gether, we will conquer mountains. The 
four of us, with JJ. Dillon calling the 
shots, are again indomitable.” 

“You don’t miss Lex Luger?” Anderson 
was asked. 

“Lex who?” Anderson laughed. “Who 
needs him; this is the final incarnation of 
The Four Horsemen. This team will re- 
main together forever.” 

Personal integrity demanded that I ask 
at least one question. “How did you come 
to choose Barry Windham?” I asked, di- 
recting my question toward Blanchard. 

“The same way all decisions are made 
in this organization,” shouted Flair. “We 
sat down and discussed it. Every decision 
made by the Horsemen is reached by dem- 
ocratic vote. We are family.” 

The Four Horsemen waved and smiled. 
Did I detect a quiver in Anderson’s lips? 
Was Blanchard clenching and unclenching 
his fist in anger, or was he just cracking 
his. knuckles? 

You tell me. im 


INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 88’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 


Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


g Can a professional wrestler buy or 

asell a heavyweight title? If so, 
when was this ever done?—David Fisher- 
man, Bethpage, NY 
A: major wrestling federation has 

mever allowed a title to be pur- 
chased, but a pair of competitors have 
come extremely close to buying the titles 
they wanted. Larry Zbyszko purchased 
the NWA Georgia National title from Kill- 
er Tim Brooks for $25,000 in an unprece- 
dented transaction. NWA officials or- 
dered an official investigation of the sale. 
They later med that the action by Zbys- 
zko was illegal, and disallowed his cham- 
pionship claim. A towmament was set up 
to determine a new champion, and ironi- 
cally, Zbyszko won it. Earlier this year, 
Ted DiBiase attempted to buy the World 
Wrestling Federation World title from An- 
dre the Giant, but WWF President Jack 
Tunney disallowed the transaction. 

a My father has always told me that 

ma wrestler named Mag Dog 
Vachon was one of the roughest men he 
had ever seen in the ring. Did Vachon 
ever win any titles? Also, didn’t he have a 
brother that wrestled professionally?—Ed- 
ward Dul, Wheaton, MN 
A: Maurice “Mag Dog” Vachon, one 

aof the biggest stars in the AWA 
throughout the ’60s and '70s, was a classic 
rulebreaker throughout most of his ca- 
reer. He is the older brother of Paul 
“Butcher” Vachon and female star Vivian 
Vachon. Maurice was a twotime AWA 
World champion, defeating Veme Gagne 
on October 20, 1964, in Minneapolis for 
his first title, and later topping Crusher on 
November 1], 1965, in Denver. He won 
the AWA World tag team championship 
with brother Paul in 1969 from Crusher 
and Bruiser, and then again a decade lat- 
er with his former rival, Gagne, over the 
team of Pat Patterson and Ray Stevens. 
Maurice finished his career in the WWF, 
and then, tragically, had to have part of 
his night leg amputated after being hit by 
a car in October 1987. 

als it tue that Ken Patera, one of 

amy favorite wrestlers, was once 
suspended by the WWF?—Beth Ward, 
Baltimore, MD 
BR: Before Patera retumed to the 

w WWF last year, he was one of the 
most feared nilebreakers in the sport. In 
1977, Patera, then managed by Lou Alba- 


no, took on Billy White Wolf in a tele- 
vised match. Patera won the match when 
he applied his swinging neckbreaker, but 
refused to break the hold after the refer- 
ee called for the bell. White Wolf was 
hospitalized and put out of action for sev- 
eral months because of this incident. 
Then-WWF President Willie Gilzenburg, 
citing that White Wolf was the third man 
cnppled by the maneuver, ordered an in- 
definite suspension on Patera. The ban 
was lifted several weeks later when 
Patera and Albano agreed to pay a $5,000 
fine. 


g Did the AWA World tag team title 
monce changed hands on a count- 
out? What teams were involved? Has this 
ever happened in the WWF or NWA?— 
Taffy Johnston, Hazen, ND 
A: Inexplicably, the AWA allowed 
athe title to change hands after a 
countout decision on May 17, 1986, in 
what remains one of the most disputed 
matches in wrestling history. The champi- 
ons, Curt Hennig and Scott Hall, were 
wrestling the unranked team of “Pretty 
Boy” Doug Somers and “Playboy” Buddy 
Rose, managed by Shem Martel, in Ham- 
mond, Indiana. Col. DeBeers, then one of 
the most hated men in wrestling, came to 
ringside and began to badger Hall. As 
Hall stood on the ning apron yelling at 
DeBeers, Rose grabbed Hall and 
smashed his head into the ringpost. Rose 
and DeBeers continued to attack Hall out- 
side the ning, opening a cut and forcing a 
countout decision in the match. For some 
reason, the referee handed the belts to 
Rose and Somers, sending Hall and 
Hennig into a rage. AWA President Stan- 
ley Blackbum refused to overturn the ref- 
eree’s decision, citing an obscure AWA 
mule that states that “titles can change 
hands on certain types of countouts,” a 
tule that has yet to be explained by AWA 
Officials. Rose and Somers remained 
champions until January 27, 1987, when 
they were defeated by The Midnight 
Rockers in St. Paul, Minnesota, During 
their title tenure, Rose and Somers suf- 
fered a host of countout losses, but were 
allowed the keep the belts after each 
one. This is the only instance of a major 
federation allowing a championship to 
change on a countout decision, unless 
previously specified in the contract. | 


A SECOND 
CHANCE TO CATCH 


“THE 


BIG ONES”’ 


Sila ey if 


S*tesuesy Uh 


PWI 
March 1988 


The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
are always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1986 and 1987 
issues made publishing history. Each issue is a 
full 100 pages packed with color and the year-end 
features PW/ readers have come to expect. We 
have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, so don’t be disappointed twice. Order your 
copies today. Only $5.00 each. 


and send to: “THE BIG ONES” 
: Biviwon ONLY $5.00 each. 


| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please rush me the magazines | have 
checked below. | enclose $5.00 (U.S. 

| FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


(| PWI March 1987 
(1986 Year-End Special) 


_ PWI March 1988 
(1987 Year-End Special) 


| State ——— Zip __ 
lus. funds only. All other countries $7.00. | 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. = 
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RATINGS 


For period ended May 17, 1988 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag teams are based on 
won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 


1—RIC FLAIR 6—LEX LUGER 


NWA World champion 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 

WWF World champion 
3—STING 

No. 1 contender: NWA title 
4—JERRY LAWLER 

AWA World champion 


5—TED DiBIASE 
No. 2 contender: WWE title 


7—KERRY VON ERICH 


World Class champion 
8—MIKE ROTUNDO 

NWA TV champion 
9—CURT HENNIG 


10—TERRY TAYLOR 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 6—JERRY LAWLER 
302, Venice Beach, CA 234, Memphis, TN 
2—STING 7—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Venice Beach, CA 260, Denton, TX 
3—RANDY SAVAGE 8—DUSTY RHODES 
245, Sarasota, FL 302, Austin, TX 
4—LEX LUGER 9—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
268, Chicago, IL 280, Queens, NY 


5—HACKSAW DUGGAN 10—MICHAEL HAYES 
280, Glens Falls, NY 255, Marietta, GA 


NWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 


6—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 

7—-NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 

8—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 

9—RICK STEINER 
248, Detroit, Ml 


10—JIM GARVIN 
235, Tampa, FL 


1—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 


2—STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 
3—LEX LUGER 

268, Chicago, IL 
4—STEVE WILLIAMS 

302, Austin, TX 


5—AL PEREZ 
238, Tampa, FL 


WWF 

World Champion: RANDY SAVAGE 245, Sarasota, FL 
1—THE HONKY TONK MAN 6—JAKE ROBERTS 

255, Memphis, TN 246, Stone Mountain, GA 
2—TED DiBIASE 7—RICK RUDE 

247, Omaha, NB 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
3—ANDRE THE GIANT 8—HULK HOGAN 

497, Grenoble, France 302, Venice Beach, CA 
4—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 9—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

273, San Francisco, CA 280, Queens, NY 


5—HACKSAW DUGGAN 10—ONE MAN GANG 
280, Glens Falls, NY 468, Chicago, IL 
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No. 3 contender: NWA title 


No. 1 contender: AWA title 


TAG TEAMS 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
NWA World tag team champions 


2—THE ROAD WARRIORS 

All-Japan Intl. tag team champions 
3—DEMOLITION 

WWF World tag team champions 
4—THE FANTASTICS 

U.S. tag team champions 
5—STING & LEX LUGER 

No. 71 contenders to NWA tag team title 
6—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


No. 1 contenders to U.S. tag team title 


7—PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
AWA World tag team champions 


8—WARLORD & BARBARIAN 
No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 


9—THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 


No. 1 contenders to AWA tag team title 


World Class Texas champ |19_ JOHN TATUM & JACK VICTORY 


WCCW Texas tag team champions 


MOST HATED 


1—BARRY WINDHAM 6—EDDIE GILBERT 
236, Sweetwater, TX 222, Lexington, TN 


2—ANDRE THE GIANT 7—RICK RUDE 

497, Grenoble, France 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
3—TED DiBIASE 8—CURT HENNIG 

247, Omaha, NB 235, Minneapolis, MN 
4—RIC FLAIR 9—AL PEREZ 

243, Minneapolis, MN 238, Tampa, FL 


5—THE HONKY TONK MAN 10—ICEMAN PARSONS 
255, Memphis, TN 245, St. Louis, MO 


AWA 

World Champion: JERRY LAWLER 234, Memphis, TN 
1—CURT HENNIG 6—JEFF JARRETT 

235, Minneapolis, MN 200, Hendersonville, TN 
2—GREG GAGNE 7—SOLDAT USTINOV 

220, Robbinsdale, MN 265, Moscow, Russia 
3—WAHOO McDANIEL 8—MAX PAIN 

280, Midland, TX 350, lowa City, IA 
4—BILL DUNDEE 9—PAT TANAKA 

214, Melbourne, AUS 226, Honolulu, HI 


5—PAUL DIAMOND 10—RICKY RICE 
230, Thunder Bay, Ontario 230, Edina, MN 


STAMPEDE 

N. American Champion: MAKHAN SINGH 380, Saginaw, MI 
1—CHRIS BENOIT 6—BRIAN PILLMAN 

218, Edmonton, Alberta 226, Cincinnati, OH 
2—OWEN HART 7—JERRY MORROW 

223, Calgary, Alberta 235, Martinique 
3—STEVE DiSALVO 8—BRUCE HART 

298, Boston, MA 211, Calgary, Alberta 
4—JASON THE TERRIBLE 9—CUBAN ASSASSIN 

270, parts unknown 236, Cuba 


5—JOHNNY SMITH 10—STEVE BLACKMAN 
235, Manchester, England 250, Pittsburgh, PA 


RATINGS 


CONTINENTAL 
Continental Champion: TITLE VACANT 
1—LORD HUMONGOUS 
325, parts unknown 
2—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 
3—TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnorth, TN 
4—TOM PRITCHARD 
220, Houston, TX 


5—AUSTIN IDOL 10—DAN DAVIS 
240, Las Vegas, NV 238, Nashville, TN 


WORLD CLASS 


310, Detroit, MI 
7—TOMMY RICH 

248, Hendersonville, TN 
8—SHANE DOUGLAS 

223, Pittsburgh, PA 


9—MR. OLYMPIA 
242, parts unknown 


World Class Champion: KERRY VON ERICH 260, Denton, TX 


1—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 


2—ICEMAN PARSONS 
245, St. Louis, MO 
3—CHRIS ADAMS 
228, Stratford, England 
4—MICHAEL HAYES 
255, Marietta, G 


5—KEVIN VON ERICH 
235, Denton, TX 


6—TERRY GORDY 

289, Chattanooga, TN 
7—ERIC EMBRY 

225, Lexington, KY 
8—BLACK BART 

261, Pampa, TX 
9—BUDDY ROBERTS 

247, Del City, OK 


10—BILL IRWIN 
250, Duluth, MN 


CWA 
CWA Champion: MAX PAIN 350, lowa City, JA 
6—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 

225, Winter Haven, FL 
7—SCOTT STEINER 

235, Detroit, MI 
8—KEN WAYNE 

208, Memphis, TN 
9—DOUG GILBERT 

230, Lexington, TN 


10—BILLY TRAVIS 
218, Houston, TX 


1—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 


2—JEFF JARRETT 
200, Hendersonville, TN 


3—ROBERT FULLER 
238, Dyresburg, TN 

4—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 


5—GARY YOUNG 
240, Houston, TX 


6—DETROIT DEMOLITION 


ALL-JAPAN 


PWF Champion: GENICHIRO TENRYU 255, Katsuyama, Japan 


1—JUMBO TSURUTA 
268, Yamanashi, Japan 


2—BRUISER BRODY 
264, Albuquerque, NM 


3—SHOHEI BABA 
265, Niigata, Japan 


4—MASANOBU FUCHI 
222, Kitakyushu, Japan 


5—ABDULLAH 10—JOHN TENTA 
360, Khartoum, Sudan 385, Surrey, B.C. 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this maga- 
zine. We have examined our ratings for each of those is- 
sues—in our Top 10 and Tag Team categories only—and 
assigned each position a point value: 10 points for a number- 
one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and so on down to 
one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing 
a maximum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five 
finishers in each category. While our regular ratings reflect the 
past month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of 
wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

TRAC! FLAIR isis teatasesevatuctaancontsaiastacatesi 

2—HULK HOGAN......se0008 uvsvvnnttvine secre SO POINtS 
3—LEX LUGER......... sa agdaghaspasabuisbacisisbestisen S20 DOUICS 
A4—RANDY SAVAGE ...sessssssscersessessseennernes 24 Points 
5—CURT HENNIG/BARRY WINDHAM............ 17 points 


TAG TEAMS 

1—THE ROAD WARRIORS... 39 POIs 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON..35 points 
3—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE.......00033 points 
4—THE HART FOUNDATION. ......0+seeeee 30 points 
5—R & R EXPRESS/STRIKE FORCE ..............17 points 


6—STAN HANSEN 

322, Borger, TX 
7—TIGER MASK 

224, Saitama, Japan 
8—HIROSHI WAJIMA 

255, Yokohama, Japan 


9—JIMMY SNUKA 
250, Fiji Islands 


ANALYSIS 


Heads are rolling! In our last issue, The " 
Road Warriors dropped out of the Top 10 
tag team ratings for the first time in the his- 
tory of this publication (they’re back this is- 
sue, by the way). Now, it’s Hulk Hogan's 
tum. Hogan has been rated in the Top 10 in 
all 19 previous issues, but not this one. 

Hogan’s streak was stopped due to his 


in the sport, That's Hogan. 


Speaking of Continental. An update on 
Continental Championship Wrestling and 
U.S.A. Wrestling: Continental has now de- 
clared itself a completely distinct entity 
from the U.S.A. group. We now will list 
Continental as a single entry. Continental 


inactivity during the latter portion of the rat- 
ings period. He didn’t appear on any major 
arena cards for a month after WrestleMania 
IV and wrestled sparingly at WWF TV 
tapings. As expected, Hogan also failed to 
establish himself as a contender for Randy 
Savage’s WWF World title. 

Although Hogan dropped out of the Top 
10 and down to number eight in the WWF 
ratings, he remained on top of the Most 
Popular ratings. The reason for this is very 
simple: Hulk Hogan is one of the most 
popular wrestlers of all time. Although he’s 


Hulk Hogan vs. Harley Race 


wrestling less these days, he’s neverthe- 
less still active. By definition, the number- 
one spot in our Most Popular ratings is re- 
served for the most popular active wrestler 


officials have announced that all current ti- 
tles (except the junior heavyweight and tag 
team belts) have been surrendered, anda 
title towmament is now being conducted. 
The tournament will culminate with a card 
titled “The Road To Birmingham,” at which 
anew champion will be crowned. 


How about some mail? We'd like to 
hear your opinion about the ratings. Send 
your letters to “Ratings Analysis” c/o 
Wrestling 88, Box 48, Rockville Centre, 
New York 11571. 
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THIS JUSTIN. 


NBC has announced that Saturday Night's Main Fvent will be 
broadcast in the 11:20 p.m.-1 a.m. time slot five times during 
the 1988-89 season. According to company spokesman Mary Neagov, 
ratings for 1987-88 were "'higher than expected.'' NRC's 
regularly-scheduled program, Saturday Night Live, will be pre- 
empted for the wrestling broadcasts, the first of which will air 
October 29. NBC Sports producer Dick Fhersol agreed that the high 
ratings necessitated a contract extension. '"'We got a 19.2 
percent rating and a 29 percent share,'' Fbersol said. ''That's 
the highest ratings ever for anv late-night svecial.'' (Ratings' 
points correspond to the percentage of all households tuned in to 
that program; a share point pertains to the percentage of TV sets 
in use at the time that are tuned in to that program. Rv 
comparison, the ratings for Saturday Night Live average 8.5 
percent, with a 24 percent share.) Fhersol was not surprised bv 
the success of the WWF specials. ''The ratings have consistentlv 
gone up for the three years we've been covering the WWF,'' he 
said. ''The WWF presents a package of sports and entertainment 
that's second to none.'' Fbersol also said that in addition to the 
five late-night specials, NRC will air a prime-time wrestling 
extravaganza—much like The Main Fvent broadcast of February 5—as 


well as coverage of The Slammy Awards in early spring. 


Tully Blanchard Enterprises has served Wrestling 88 with a 
certified le Tetter, proclaiming that a Tawsuit would be filed if 
the magazine printed the storv, ''Tully Rlanchard & Arn Anderson: 
'We Don't Want Windham ... We Never Didl''! Representing Tullv 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson, attorney Harold Trainor wrote to 
Fditor-in-Chief Stu Saks: ''The quotes that were attributed to 
Mr. Blanchard and Mr. Anderson by your reporter, Associate ®ditor 
Fdward Fllner, are not based on anv conversation he had with 
either of mv clients. Unless vou can show irrefutable proof that 
the alleged quotes were, in fact, made bv Mr. Rlanchard and Mr. 
Anderson, before the magazine containing the story is printed, we 
will be forced to bring suit.'"' Responded Saks: ''We stand behind 
Eddie Ellner, and the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
stands behind us. If Tully Blanchard Enterprises feels it must 
bring an action, we are prepared to defend ourselves. But the 
story will be printed." 


Rumors that Paul Orndorff is dead are grossly exaggerated. One of 


the hottest rumors in wrestling during April and May was that the 
former top contender to the WWF World title had died. To the 
contrary, Orndorff is living in Atlanta, where he owns and 
operates two bowling alleys. He is also negotiating with the WWF 
for a possible return in the near future. ''T don't know how these 
rumors about my death started,'"' said Orndorff. ''One thing I 
heard, though, was that a newspaper in Connecticut printed mv 
obituary. Obviously, it's another Paul Orndorff because this one 
is very much alive.'! 
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In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to a profi its. 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 


usual for a good small engine man to be > 


three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get allthis Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


Get in on the PROFITS 


in SMALL ENGINE | 
service and repair 


Start your own money 


- 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That’s right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That's the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers ... the list is almost endless. 


No experience necessary. 

You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


an 


pote e een eee eee 


Mert 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
%) right at home- we help you 


every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 


and business plans. 

We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”. .. all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 
“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- ; \ 
Belsaw Course." Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.51444 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
6301 Equitable Ad., Dept. 51444 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 


YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 


Qives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 


_ BEAT INFLATION! 


Tells how you quickly | Name 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime Address 
or Fulltime business of 
your own sce some lete | City 
Now Ri gue 3 bay 
at ial | State Zip 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘“‘Starrcade ’83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive” ‘ 

@All this, and much, much more. 
Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


== = SN ae 
| ee Beata or money order payable and send to: i 
| Box 48 LORDS OF THE RING | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | 
Please check which format you want! OVHS OBeta | 
| Please rush me _______ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
| tape | am ordering. | 
| Name | 
| Address | 
| hh = Se 2 | 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash”’—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At ‘‘The Great American Bash’’: 

®@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 

®@ Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 RINGMASTERS 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
Please check which format you want: 0 VHS 0 Beta 


Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) for each tape | am ordering. 

Name 
Address 
City 


eS Le. ee a 


State _ Zip __ i 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


